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Iraqi national airline to fly again 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said Monday it would resume internal flights of 
its grounded national airline next month for the first dine since die Gulf 
war. The Iraqi News Agency (INA) said Baghdad had received approval 
for. the flights from the U.N. Security Council Committee that oversees 
sw ee p in g trade sanctions imposed bo Iraq for its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait INA quoted Iraqi Airways' Director-General Noureddin Al Safi 

as saying Sights would resume on Jan. IS between Baghdad and the Iraq’s 
second .^ity of Basra. 600 kflometres south of the capital, using ptancs 
already tn Iraq. Mr. Safi did not mention flights to die northe r n city of 
MosuJ/thc other domestic route for Iraqi Airways Boeing 707s. Baghdad 
has appealed repeatedly for die Sanctions Committee co allow the return 
of 33 of its aircraft stranded abroad since they were flown out of the 
country far sanctury just hours before the Gulf war began last February 
17. The Security Council’s Sanctions Cotnnriuee recently approved a 
humanitarian flight by the airfine to carry meat from Sudan to Baghdad. 
Mr. Safi said a government-owned company bad been awarded a contract 
to repair the domestic Al Muthana airport, which was heavily damaged in 
the war. 
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'Skilled in 
helicopter crash 

AMMAN (Petra) — Three air 
. .force oncers died when a Royal 
>Jete*fegs - Air Force tnfiooptn 
tgafa tA Monday daring nigh* 
fljfDgexerdses, the Royal Jorda- 
'ubra Afr Force annonared Mon- 
day. Tbe dead were identified as 
Captain Tayseer Salem Al Ziud, 

. HcrttMBt Sadefc Mohammad 
Abdul Hag and Ll. Munir Hassan 
FreAadL No farther details were 
limnrrfititrly avaBafale. 

Arab League delays . 
Lockerbie meeting 

CAIRO (R) — Arab ' League 
Secrctaiy-GeneTal Esmat Abdul 
Megmd said the 21-member body 
postponed a scheduled meeting 
. Monday to discuss the Lockerbie 
bombing. Dr. Abdul Meguid told 
reporters Egypt, which has been 
. mediating between Libya and the 
West, requested the delay "to 
allow more time for consulta- 
tion.” Monday's session was ex- 
pected to discuss British criticism 
of the league's support for Libya 
following a meeting last week of 
the permanent representatives. ' 

Syria expels 
Nazi hunter 

PARIS (R) — Nazi hunter Beate 
Klarsftid was expelled from Syria 
Monday after being arrested 
while protesting the govern- 
ment’s alleged hartonring of a 
Nazi war aynmal, the French 
Foreign Ministry said. Mrs. 
Ktyrsfeki was arrested in Damas- 
cus after demonstrating in front 
of the Syrian Interior Ministry 
against die reported presence in 
Syria of Alois Brunner. Brunner, 
former chief of transit Camp in 
Drancy, France, was convicted in 
-absentia for "crimes hgaitist 
humanity” for his role in deport-* 
ing 120,000 people during world 
War H. 

Maxwell autopsy 
finds no positive 
death cause 

MADRID (R) — Pathologists 
who carried out the autopsy on 
publisher Robert Maxwell's body 
were unable to find conclusive 
proof of what caused his death 
last month, a knowledgeable 
source said Monday. The final 
autopsy report says Mr. Maxwell, 
who had coronary artery disease, 
most likely fell overboard after 
suffering a heart attack on the 
deck of his yacht, according to 
t he sou rce. Neither suicide nor 
drowning could be ruled out, said 
the source. The document is now 
in the hands of an investigating 
magistrate in the Canary Islands. 
The autopsy results only suggest a 
cause of death, the source said. 
"Can it be assured that's what it 
is? No ... it’s the most probable 
hypothesis.” 

Turkish troops kill 
two Kurds 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish troops 
killed two Kurdish guerrillas 
Monday in a dash in eastern 
Turkey, the semi-official Anato- 
lian news agency said. It said the 
dash with foe guerrillas of the 
Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) 
took place near Alacakaya town 
in Elarig province. 

Iraq to reduce 
military service 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is re- 
ducing from three to two years 
the period of compulsory military 
service for university gra du a t es, 
Iraqi newspapers reported. The 
government's Al Jumhouriyah 
newspaper said the amendments 
inducted n1tt * ng the period of 
national service for graduates. It 
also wwH Baghdad would raise 
from 18 to 19 the age at which 
non-students ' would be pressed 
into service. 

Bonn denies 
German parts in 
Iraqi Scuds 

BONN (R) — None of the Scud 
missiles fired by Iraq during the 
Gulf war contained pans made by 
German firms, a FOrcig&Mmistry 
spokesman said Monday. He was 
responding to reports from the 
United States, quoting a U.N. 
study, that German firms had 
provided equipment for Bagh- 
dad’s wkofe p ro gram me. 


Bilaterals resume today; Arabs 
confident of tackling substance 
despite Israeli stalling tactics 

Washington session could continue beyond Friday 


from Jordan Times Staff Reporters 
far Washington 

ARAB- ISRAELI bilateral talks 
resume here today after a delay 
of one week marked by heated 
wrangling and bickering over pro- 
cedural issues and whether the 
negotiations will deal with subst- 
ance this time around. 

Having failed to show up for 
die American-scheduled Dec. 4 
talks, the Israeli delegations have 
finally arrived and said they are 
ready to start talks Tuesday. 

The Israelis, however, have 
indicated that they would insist 
on talking procedure before sub- 
stance and that they would not 
stay in the U.S. capital beyond 
Friday. 

According to some reports the 
Israeli delegations, winch arrived 
here Sunday, contend that they 
are only assigned a limited man- 
date to read) agreement with the 
Arabs on another venue for bi- 
lateral talks and they would leave 
by Friday regardless of progress 


or lack of it in the talks. 

Arab delegates nevertheless sound- 
ed optimistic yesterday that the 
Israeli delegation will in fact enter 
negotiations on substantive issues, 
including steps towards Palestinian 
self-rule and wfl] remain in Washing- 
ton at least until some real progress is 
made. 

Other than tuckering over whether 
the negotiations should continue to 
be based in the U.S. capital, the 
Israelis are making a big issue of the 
two separate rooms that the State 
Department has made available for 
Jordan ian-Israeli and Palestinian- 
Israeli talks. 

According to Israeli-sourced re- 
ports, the Israelis have told U.S. 
officials that the “separatu-roonKf*' 
arrangement is unacceptable and that 
negotiations would not get off the 
ground unless the second room is 
closed. 

By doing this, the Israelis meant to 
send the message that they would talk 
to the Palestinians only under Jorda- 
nian auspices — a condition rejected 
by both the Jordanian and Palestinian 
skies. 

According to Arab delegates, “a 
principle has been adopted that 


separation baa to be established be- 
cause the two teams have separate 
identities and agendas.” 

“It is not a matter of tactics,” a 
well-in formed Arab delegate told the 
Jordan Times. “This is a matter of 
principle. The Jordanians will not 
negotiate the Palestinian agenda on 
their behalf. They have to be sepa- 
rated when negotiating with the 
Israelis.” 

“The problem is not the number of 
rooms,” another Jordanian delegate 
explained. “The Jordanians provided 
an umbrella to the Palestinian delega- 
tion to facilitate their participation in 
a conference aimed at finding a solu- 
tion to their problem. The umbrella 
was noc provided so (hat we would 
negotiate on their behalf.” 

“When it comes to the actual con- 
duct of negotiations the two (Palesti- 
nian and Jordanian) teams have sepa- 
rate agendas which they have to 
negotiate separately,” the delegate 
said. 

The new snag began when the 
advance teams of Arab delegations 
went to the State Department just 
before the Dec. 4 dale for bilateral 
talks to inspect the rooms designated 
for the bilateral talks and found that 


there were only three rooms for the 
Syrians, Lebanese and die joint de- 
legation. 

“We then made the request that 
the joint delegation be separated into 
two rooms during the negotiations 
and die Americans accepted,” an 
Arab delegate recounted. 

In the negotiations with U.S. 
Secretary of Sate James Baker prior 
to the opening of peace talk* in 
Madrid, it was agreed, according to 
informed sources, that the joint de- 
legation would commence its bilateral 
tabs as a joint delegation but would 
later split info two separate negotiat- 
ing teams. 

“We considered the first bilateral 
meeting in Madrid with the Israelis as 
the one which we would attend joint- 
ly,” a Jordanian delegate said. 

“Now we expect that substantive 
negotiations should be conducted 
with two separate delegations as 
agreed upon with the co-sponsors 
before we entered the peace talks,” 
be added. 

After the Americans complied with 
the Arab request, the delegations 
entered the State Department from 

(Continued on page 5) 


Nothing less than freeze 
in settlement will be a 
breakthrough — Sharif 


By P.V.Vhrekanand 

- Iordan Times Stiff Reporter 

AMMAN — The bottom line that 
Jordan would consider as a tangible 
breakthrough in Arab-braefi peace 
talks is a freez e in brad's settlement 
activity in the occupied territories. 
Information Minister Mahmoud. 
Sharif said Monday. 

“If the Israelis are serious for 
peace, then they can show it by a 
fr eeze of (Jewish) settlement (in the 
occupied territories)," said Mr. Sharif 
in an informal meeting with foreign . 


Asked whether the demand for a 
hah m brad's settlement activity was 
a “condition” to puruse peace talks 
with the Jewish state, the minister 
said: “It is not a condition. It is only 
common sense.” 

Mr. Sharif pointed out that the 
Israeli settlements in the occupied 
territories were “an ‘important de- 
ment in die continuation of the peace 
process" since land for peace a the 
basis for the peace negotiations. 

“They are swallowing (Arab) land 
day by day and this is not accept- 
able," he fold foe journalists in foe 
first such encounter after be assumed 
office two mouths ago. “Quite soon 
there wffl not be any land to talk 
about. No land (means) no peace.” 

Israel has rebuffed every call for a 
halt tn ite dedicated drive- to settle the 
occupied, territories as a gesture of 
goodwill against the backdrop of the 
peace process, winch was lau n c he d in 
Madrid with a U.S. -Soviet sponsored 


peace co nf ere n ce OcL 30. 

- Tbe Phkstmians, who are aftend- 
ing peace talks with brad in a joint 
delegation with Jordan, have repe- 
atedly affirmed that one of their first 
prior i ti es is to ensure a freeze in 
settlements in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

braeti Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir said last month after talks in 
Washington that foe issue of settle- 
ments could be on the negotiating 
table, but be ruled out any move to 
halt settlement activities in foe oocu- 
pied territories. 

Mr. Sharif, foe first-ever Jordanian 
information minister with decades of 
experience in journalism, disagreed 
with a suggestion that Jordan deft 
“betrayed" by the obvious American 
reluctance to adopt a firm petition in 
last week’s wrangle over foe Dec. 4 
date for the resumption of Arab- 
Israeli bilateral peace talks iu 
Washington. 

“I would not describe it that way,” 
he said. “We had hoped that the U.S. 
would be more forthcoming in deal- 
ing with Israel's delaying tactics re- 
garding the meeting in Washington.” 

However, the minister said, “this 
does not mean or repres e nt any re- 
traction from foe American commit- 
ment to the peace process. 

“We do not see this as a slowing 
down on Washington’s commit- 
ment." 

Israel, in protest over what it de- 
scribed as American efforts to dictate 
terms to the Middle East negotiating 
parties, turned down the Dec. 4 date 



Makmood Sharif 


set by the U.S. and the Soviet Union 
and managed to delay the talks until 
Tuesday. 

The U.S. obviously anxious not to 
-antagonise its long-time Middle East 
ally, played down the dispute and was 
seen as not only letting Israel have its 
way but also going out of its way to 
appease foe Jewish state and dilute 
adverse media impact against it. 

Mr. Sharif said Jordan's strained 
relations with some of the Arab coun- 
tries in the wake of foe 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait were on the mend. 

“There is a certain i mpro vement in 
our relations with Eypt,” a leader of 
the anti-Iraq Arab camp which Jor- 
dan fod not join, Mr. Sharif said, 
recalling that His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Hosni Mubarak had ex- 
changed messages through envoys 
who visited Cairo and Amman in foe 
last IS days. “Farther steps are 
needed” to a total reconciliation, but 

(Cautioned on page 2) 


Shamir 
maintains 
tough line 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Monday Israel' may negotiate 
tome issues directly with Palesti- 
nians in the next round of Middle 
East peace talks but opposed any 
move to split the Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation. 

“There has to be a dialogue on 
it. They have to submit grounds. 
Maybe they will persuade us,” be 
said when asked if there was a 
possibility the Israelis would 
negotiate with Palestinians out- 
side tire framework of the joint 
delegation. 

In the past Mr. Shamir has 
assisted on the joint delegation in 
order to avoid granting Palesti- 
nians the status of an indepen- 
dent entity. 

The prime minister, speaking 
to reporters after addressing par- 
liament's foreign affairs and de- 
fence commitee, indicated that 
any direct Israeli- Palestinian 
negotiations might come at the 
subcommittee level. 

“At the previous meeting in 
Madrid it was stated there would 
be subcommittees in the negotia- 
tions ... so we have to discuss 
their composition," Mr. Shamir 
said. 

But Mr. Shamir reiterated his 
(Conthuied on page 5) 


U.S. media refocusing 
limelight on Mideast talks 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to tie Jordan Times 

WASHINGTON — On the eve 
of foe resumption of Arab- Israeli 
bilateral negotiations Tuesday, 
the U.S. media appear to be 
renewing interest in foe issue 
of Mideast peace after relegating 
it last week to foe third or fourth 
hem on television broadcasts and 
to the inride pages of newspap- 
ers. 

On Sunday, Secretary of State 
James Baker made his first 
media appearance on foe CBS 
programme “Face foe Nation” 
after he remained conspicuously 
absent from the process through- 
out the week as it hit a real snag 
over date and venue. Cabje 
News Network (CNN) Sunday- 
aired an interview with adviser to 
the Palestinian delegation G has- 
san Kbatib and Israeli Ambassa- 
dor 7 -wiamn Shovai while foe 
high-profile programme “This, 
Week With David Brinkley” 
broadcast an interview with 
possible presidential can dida te 
Pat Buchanan who stressed put- 
ting American national interests 
above those of Israel. 

Attempts to explain the scant 
U.S. media coverage of foe Mid- 
dle East peace process have 
found Bole middle ground be- 
tween pro-Arab “conspiracy 
theorises,” who feel pro-Israeli 


influence dominates the media, 
and pro-Israeli apologists saying 
Americans were simply not in- 
terested. 

The talks, which were official- 
ly scheduled to beg in Dee. 4 in 
foe American capital, but were 
delayed by Israel, barely re- 
ceived any front-page coverage 
in major newspapers or televi- 
sion time on the three major 
television networks. 

“Conspiracy theorists” argue 
that there was a premeditated 
and carefully-orchestrated cam- 
paign by foe U.S. media and 
administration to downplay foe 
event to spare Israel foe embar- 
rassment of being absent on die 
scheduled opening day of the 
second round of Arab- Israeli bi- 
lateral talks after- foe Arab de- 
legations showed up on the sche- 
duled date. 

Defenders of the media cover- 
age say that this argument is 
“htdkrous” and that the peace 
talks were overshadowed by 
more important domestic stories. 

Not one major newspaper in 
the country gave the story a 
front-page slot and only one of 
foe major television networks 
featured foe story in its nightly 
news pro gramm e. Even CNN, 
which brought foe Gulf war and 
the Madrid peace- conference to 

(Cealfcned am page 2) 


Only Jews and Arabs 
interested in bilaterals 


By Ruben Castaneda 

Euler Santos’s shoeshine custom- 
ers aren't talking about it. Neither 
are foe folks who come in for 
haircuts at foe Early Bird Barber 
Shop on Ninth Street NW. It's not 
cm foe conversation menu at Joe & 
Mo’s restaurant. Nary a woof has 
been heard about it from foe pat- 
rons — human or canine — of the 
Dog Wash in the Bladgen Alley 
neighbourhood in Northwest. 

The second round of foe historic 
Mideast peace conference, which 
began at foe State Department 
Wednesday minus, at least, until 
Monday, the Israeli contingent, 
has been greeted by much of 
Washington with a less than histor- 
ic response. 

Though interest in foe talks is 
high among many in the local 
Jewish and Arab communities, the 
high-stakes peace process began in 
Madrid in laie October has barely 
registered a blip on the radar 
s c reen of many Washingtonians. 

Santos works a shoeshine stand 
in the National Capital' YMCA at 
the 17th Street and Rhode Island 
Avenue NW. Most of his custom- 
ers are downtown professionals. 
Many chat with him about politics, 
such as the political odyssey of 
former fOansman David Duke, 
crime and foe fortunes of the Red- 
skins. Santos said. 

No one, however, has said a 


word about the peace talks. Santos 
said. 

Like several of foe nearly 20 
people interviewed, Santos admit- 
ted that be was only vaguely aware 
of the talks and didn’t know they 
were being held in Washington. 

At foe Early Bird Barber Shop 
in the Shaw neighbourhood, the 
talk lately has been about “chugs, 
*016 Man,* and (foe propriety of) 
high-speed polk* chases,” said 
bmber George Mitchell. And, of 
course, the Redskins. Mitchell 
said. “That’s ah they talk about, 
forae damn Redskins." 

Asked this week bow much she 
knew about the peace talks, Lyuda 
Wright, owner of foe Dog Wash, 
aid, “I haven't paid much atten- 
tion. I know they were supposed to 
start, and Israel will not be there at 
the start." None of her customers 
— the dog owners, that is — and 
none of her friends have talked 
about the issue either. Wright said. 

There was a Httie more excite- 
ment — at least for one evening — 
over at the Grand Hotel, foe base 
for the Palestinian delegation. 
Wednesday night, a dozen mem- 
ben of the Jewish Committee to 
Israefi-Palcstinian Peace welcomed 
members of the delegation — in- 
ducting Elias Freij, foe mayor of 
Bethlehem — to the peace talks.” 

“It has been a long period of 

(Combined on page 2) 


OIC summit opens in Dakar 

King addresses Islamic meeting today 


DAKAR (Agencies) — Officials 
from 45 Muslim countries opened 
a summit Monday with denuncia- 
tions of Iraq and calls for their 
Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) to seek a powerful 
niche in the new world order. 

Outgoing Chairman Sheikh Ja- 
ber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, the 
emir of Kuwait, opened the con- 
ference’s sixth summit by assail- 
ing Iraq for invading his country, 
“a fellow Muslim nation, in tote! 
disregard of the Islamic concept 
of never using force to resolve 
disputes.” 

Iraq is boycotting foe four-day con- 
ference, at which about 20 delega- 
tions are led by beads of state. 

President Abdou Dtouf of Senegal, 
foe incoming conference chair man, 
joined Sheikh Jaber in praising God 
to influencing foe Western powers to 
liberate Kuwait. 

Gambian President Sir Dawda 
Jawara called to renew e d solidarity 
among the world’s one billion Mus- 
lims co ensure oo repetition of “the 
most shocking incident” to rock foe 
Islamic World. He spoke of foe “mas- 
sive destruction and human tragedy” 
caused by Baghdad. 


The conference called for Iraq to 
comply with U.N. resolutions cm war 
reparations and destruction of its war 
machinery. 

The speakerc welcomed the initia- 
tive taken by the United States and 
the Soviet Union that led to a first 
round of Middle East peace talks in 
Madrid. 

“It will be a long and tortuous 
road, but never before has there been 
such hope for a resolution,” Mr. 
Dkmf said. Compromise should be 
encouraged but any peace plan must 
include the return to Palestinians of 
territories occupied by Israel, he said. 

There was a round of applause 
indicating solidarity with the Palesti- 
nian people and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat, who is attending foe meet- 
ing, 

“There can be to real lasting peace 
without the full participation of the 
PLO,” Mr. Jawara said. 

Notable absentees included King 
Fabd of Saudi Arabia, President Hos- 
ni Mubarak of Egypt, President 
Hafez Assad of Syria and President 
Zioe Ai Abrctine Ben Ah of Tunisia. 

The absence of major leaders left 
foe field open to Iran, whose Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani prepared to 
play a leading role. 


His Majesty King Hussein, who is 
leading the Jordanian delegation, re- 
ceived Monday at bis residence in 
Dakar Moroccan Prime Minister 
Inadrfin Al Iraqi, who heads the 
Morocc an delegation to the summit. 

Discussion daring the meeting cen- 
tred oo foe importance of foe OIC 
parley hosted by Senegal, particularly 
that it is the first time an OIC summit 
is held in an African Muslim country. 

King Hussein and foe Moroccan 
premier exchanged views on foe 
ongoing efforts to resolve the Palesti- 
nian problem and settle the Arab- 
Israeli conflict in a just and perma- 
nent manner on the basis of interna- 
tional legitimacy. 

The meeting was attended on the 
Jordanian side by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal Court 
Chief Adnan Abu Odeh, the King's 
MDItaiy Secretary Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, and on the Moroccan 
side by Minister of Scale for Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation among 
;b states Abdul Latif Kilani. 

; Hussein visited Algerian Pres- 
ideat Chadli Bcnjedid at his residence 
in tie Senegal! capital. 

The two leaders stressed the im- 
portance of bolding tie OIC summit 

(Continued on page 2) 


Settlers’ rampage and general 
strike mark uprising anniversary 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Armed Jewish set- 
tlers rampaged through a West 
Bank town under army curfew on 
the fourth anniversary of the in- 
tifada Monday. 

Palestinian witnesses said ab- 
out 20 settleis attacked parked 
Arab cars in Ramallah, north of 
Jerusalem. 

Others with Israeli flags de- 
monstrated in neighbouring- Ai 
Bireh where unknown assailants 
shot a Jewish settler eight days 
ago. 

“They want ns to be afraid of 
them,” said Ramallah resident 
Ashraf Zain who watched from 
his home as settlers slashed the 
tyres of his car. 

. The nearly two million Palesti- 
nians of the occupied West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem 
observed a general strike to mark 
the anniversary of their uprising 
against Israeb' rule in which more 
than 850 Arabs have been killed 
by security forces. 

As on previous anniversaries 
the army prevented Arabs from 
the West Bank and Gaza from 
entering occupied Jerusalem. It 
also damped curfews on about 


800,000 Pales tinians in towns and 
refugee camps. 

Shops were shuttered and traf- 
fic came to a virtual standstill 
throughout the West Bank and 
Gaza. Military checkposts were 
set up on the main toads. 

The strike, a reminder that the 
pro-independence rebellion was 
not over, came a day before the 
Israeli and Arab teams are sche- 
-dnled to meet in Washington for 
the next round of Middle East 
peace talks. 

“The uprising of four years is 
an uprising of ups and downs, of 
stones, bottles, arsons and some- 
times weapons," Israeli police 
commissioner Yaakov Terner 
said. “The means change, the 
□prising exists.” 

On Monday, the- military im- 
posed a curfew in central Nablus, 
the West Bank's largest town, 
with 120,000 residents. Curfews 
require Palestinians to stay insdie 
their homes. 

Ramallah and some surround- 
ing villages were also under cur- 
few, as well as the Gaza Strip’s 
Shati and Jabaliya refugee camps 
and some neighbourhoods in 
Gaza City, which altogether are 


home to nearly 100,000 Palesti- 
nians. 

In Gaza's Bureij refugee camp, 
soldiers shot in the chest. and 
seriously wounded a Palestinian 
who allegedly attempted to attack 
them with an ax, according to the 
army. Arab reports said soldiers 
chared and then shot the 22-year- 
old activist. 

• 

In Beit Iksa in the occupied 
West Bank — Palestinians and 
Arab- Israeli members of Israel’s 
parliament braved strong winds 
and muddy soil to plant olive 
seedlings Monday in a symbolic 
protest of Israeli land confisca- 
tion. 

Palesti ni an leader Faisal Hns- 
semi, a little breathless after dig- 
ging holes for the seedlings, told 
reporters that the seizure of land 
by Israel was not in the spirit of 
peace talks set to start Tuesday in 
Washington. 

“The whole world is looking 
for the start of foe peace pro- 
cess,” Mr. Hnsseini said. “Unfor- 
tunately Israeli authorities are 
doing the opposite by confiscat- 
ing our own land. This means 
Israel is not negotiating.” 


Iraq appeals to West to 
unfreeze funds for food 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, saying 
U.S. bombing in the Gulf war 
destroyed dose to a bilHon dol- 
lars worth of food stocks, is 
appealing to the Wed to unlock 
its money so it can feed its peo- 
ple. 

“The situation is critical — I 
think that is what you want to. 
hear,” Trade Minister Moham- 
mad Mehdi Saleh told foreign 
journalists late on Sunday, two 
days after the U.N. Security 
Council began a periodic review 
of trade sanctions against Iraq. 

Mr. Saleh said U.S. raids on 
what Washington called military 
installations had destroyed nine 
food warehouses containing $850 
million worth of frozen chicken 
and meat as weD as flour, sugar, 
cooking oil and tinned baby milk 
powder. 

“The tins are still there. We 
insisted on keeping them there," 
he said, showing reporters a 
photograph of mountains of 
twisted metal in a destroyed milk 
warehouse in Iraq’s southern Al 
QadSssiyah province. 

The 4,000 tonnes of powdered 
formula would have beto enough 
to feed all of Iraq’s infants for two 
months, Mr. Saleh said. 

He said another 2,000 tonnes 
of baby milk bound for Iraq had 
been sitting at a Turkish port 
since the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
16 months ago. Some of that milk 
has passed foe expiration date, 
Mr. Saleh said. 

“We can rebuild the ware- 
houses but we can't fin them 
again," the minister said, inau- 
gurating an exhibit of the des- 
troyed stocks. 

Millions of Iraqis under the 
grip of a sweepmg UVN. trade ban 
slapped on Iraq after the August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait are sur- 


viving on government food ra- 
tions costing Baghdad between 
$90 million and $100 milli on a 
month. 

Iraq, which has rejected a Un- 
ited Nations plan to sell oil under 
international supervision to raise 
funds, wants access to money 
from its $4 billion in foreign 
assets frozen by governments af- 
ter the invasion (see page 2). 

‘Sspergon destroyed’ 

Iraq has destroyed its fabled 
supergun, the “Doomsday” 
weapon built to lob shells more 
than 1,000 kilometres, says a 
U.N. witness. 

Iraq chilled the world with dis- 
closures that it possessed the big- 
gest gun in any arsenal, able to hit 
Israel and other Middle East 
targets at will. 

United Nations expert Patrice 
Falanque said before leaving Iraq 
Monday that he watched the 
weapon's destruction. 

So ended a thriller saga that 
unfolded dramatically in Europe 
in April, 1990 with the seizure of 
giant steel pipes that Iraq insisted 
were part of an oil pipmine. 

Mr. Palanque said be super- 
vised the finale. “With this mis- 
sion all that Iraq has declared of 
its ballistic missile capability has 
been destroyed,” he said. 

He said his 11-member arms 
inspection team had verified the 
dismantling of the 1,000-mm 
calibre gun at a she in Iskandar- 
iyah, 50 kilometres south of 
Baghdad, during their weck-4oag 
stay. 

The last step involved des- 
troying the recoil springs in the 
huge gun. Iraq had already cut 
three 350-mm gnns into small 


Sheikh Obeid 
appeals for 
prisoner swap 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Kid- 
napped Lebanese deric Sheikh 
Abdul Karim Obeid has called 
for a prisoner swap to include 
himself and misting Israeli air- 
man Ron Arad. 

“I appeal ... in the name of 
brotherhood and in foe name of 
humanity to ... this person who 
holds the pilot, to remember that 
we and the pilot have children 
whom we do not see at all,” 
Sheikh Obeid said in an interview 
broadcast on Israeli Arabic tele- 
vision news on Monday night. 

Sheikh Obeid, kidnapped by 
Israeli commandos from bis home 
in the Sooth Lebanese village of 
Jibsheet in 1989, looked healthy. 

Sh eikh Obeid is a member of 
the pro- Iranian Hizbollah (Party 
of God) which earlier accused 
larnffl Of ty demanding 

the return of its missing sevice- 
men before freeing Lebanese 
prisoners. 

Sheikh Obeid called on his 
followers to release all prisoners, 
not jost Western hostages. 

“Everybody, all tire hostages, 
must go to their homes ...” 

A high-ranking official of Hiz- 
bollah said Monday -it does not 
hold mfeang Arad and Israel 
no excuse to keep holding 
Lebanese prisoners after the re- 
lease of all American and British 


“The question of the hostages 
is over,” said Sheikh Naim Kas- 
sem, deputy secretary-general of 
the Iraniath-backed Hizbollah. 

“Israel has do more excuses for 
procrastination, for keeping the 
issue of prisoners suspended,” 
Sheikh Kassem said in remarks 
•broadcast by HizboUah’s AI Noor 
radio station. 
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Iran said working to 
free German hostages 


TEHRAN (R) — r Iran is ' 
hard for the release of two 
napped German aid workers, the 
last Western hostages held in 
Lebanon, die Tehran Times said 
Monday. 

The paper, frequently wen-in- 
formed on Westerners held by 
pro-Iranian militants, said “fresh 
develops” could result from an 
Iranian minister's visit to Bonn in 
the coming days. 

A Muslim leader in Lebanon 
said Sunday the German cap- 
tives, Thomas Kemptner and 
Heinrich Struebig, would be 
freed by the end of the month 
under a deal involving two 
Lebanese brothers jailed in Ger- 
many. 

But Boon denied any deal to 
free Abbas and Mohammad AS 
Hamadi, jailed for minder, kid- 
napping and hijacking. 

The Tehran daily, accurate in 
the past on hostage issues, said 
Iran’s ambassador in Germany, 
Hossein Monsavian, had re- 
turned to Tehran and met Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashemi Ra&anjani 
over “new initiatives for the re- 
lease of the German hostages." 

It did not spell out the initia- 
tive, but added: “The official 
but not pre-planned trip to Ger- 
many erf Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Vaezi witfam the com- 
ing days seems to open up brigh- 
ter prospects. 

"Thns the coming days could 
possibly bring In news of fresh 
developments in this connec- 
tion.” 

Since August, nine Western 
captives have been freed in a 
push by the United Nations to 
free all hostages in Lebanon in 
return for Arab prisoners held by 
Israel. 

Keen to end its international 


botatkm, Iran used its inflncncc 
with Lebanon’s Islamic fun- 
damentalist groups to end a kid- 
nap saga. 

“The Iranian go v ernment has 
been placed in a particularly diffi- 
cult position by constant press- 
ures from the German govern- 
ment,” the Tehran Times said. 

“Iran favours the release of all 
hostages, but emotional and 
psychological aspects of this par- 
ticular affair make it difficult for 
Iran to. pressure a family whose 
son is condemned to life impris- 
onment,” the F-ngHsh-lnwagnaigp 
paper added. 

Mohammad Ah Hamadi was 
sentenced to life for murder and 
hijacking in cwmff rt v i u with the 
1985 hijack of a TWA jet to 
Beirut in which a U.S. navy diver 
was host dead. 

Abbas was jailed for kidnap- 
ping two other Germans in Leba- 
non to win ha brother’s release. 

The Germans are the last re- 
maining Westerners held by pro- 
Iranian militants in Lebanon 

Iran played a central role in the 
release of American and British 
hostages under a swap brokered 
by United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

“Iran will do its utmost in view 
of the fact that Tehran-Boon ties 
are at the height of cordiality, 
not at afi comparable with its 
relations with England and 
' USA," the Tehran Times said. 

Ir anian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Ah Mohammad Besharati 
told German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
Wednesday that Tehran had 
assured the kidnappers Bonn 
would find a way to release the 
Hamadis if die two Germans 
were free, the Iranian news agen- 
cy (IRNA) reported. 


Iraq settles in for 
winter of sanctions 


BAGHDAD (R) — A defiant 
Iraq is settling in for a winter of 
United Nations sanctions, certain 
that time wfil erode international 
will behind the crippling trade 
ban. 

B a ghd a d , expecting sanction 
to be extended after a periodic 
review this week and rejecting a 
U.N. oil-sale plan to fund food 
imports, is trying to dampen its 
people’s hopes foe embargo im- 
posed after the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait will be eased. 

“I had a dream that die sanc- 
tions will be lifted. I think it w31 
be very soon,” said 70-year-old 
Suleiman, whose two-year-old 
‘ grandson goes without milk 
under the embargo. 

The price of eggs in Baghdad’s, 
well-stocked if costly markets fefi 
by 25 per cent last week on 
rumours foe Security Council 
would M the sweeping sanctions 
gripping Iraq’s poor. 

Prices have gone back up again 
but Iraqis ding to the belief that 
the world will not continue sanc- 
tions while Iraqi children were 
dying of hunger and disease. 

“We have been trying to pre- 
pare the people for the last few 
days. We do not warn them to be 
surprised,” an Iraqi official said 
in captaining recent government 
statements that it expected no 
favours from the Security 
Council. 

U.N. officials have complained 
that Baghdad is not folly cooper- 
ating with its ceasefire mandate 
to food and destroy weapons fad- 
Jities. The government's part in 
unrest is the Kurdish north also 
continues to worry the West. 

Iraqi officials and ordinary 
citizens appear convinced that 
U.S. President George Bush, a. 
driving force behind foe U.N. 
embargo, will be out of the White 
House before President Saddam's ■ 
government loses its grip on 
power. 

Iraq has rejected a U.N. plan 


to seD oil under supervision to 
raise money for food and medi- 
cine, saying foe scheme would 
strip Baghdad of Hs sovereignty 
and leave it with only enough 
money for a few months of sup- 
plies. 

“We would rather die than 
those lose our dignity," said Mrs. 
Suleiman, sitting outside UJf. 
headquarters. She said her two- 
year-old grandson was drinking 
.yvater because only children 
under one were eligible for gov- 
ernment rations of baby unfit. 

Powdered milk on the open mar- 
ket, the only reliable source, now 
costs between 75 and 80 dinars 
for five kilogrammes, half a 
month’s wages for many Iraqis. 

The price translates to op to $8 
at black market rates which have 
made a mockery of the official 
rate, which makes a dinar worth 
more than $3. 

The Security Council bans Ira- 
qi exports and allows the import 
of humanitarian supplies but 
Baghdad says the money it needs 
Bo pay for food and medkane is 
frozen in bank accounts around 
the world. 


Britain last month agreed to 
release $125 rnDhon in Iraqi fends 
after Baghdad freed businessman 
Ian Richter, jailed in 1986 for 
alleged bribery. Diplomats said 
Sweden has agreed to unfreeze 
assets to buy medicine but has not 
yet done so. 

“The situation on the uutritxn- 
ai side and the health side is 
sliding downwards,” said one 
Baghdad-based diplomat. 

Diplomats said popular sup- 
port lien 1 the government would 
remain so long as it continued a 
ration programme that provides 
about one third of people’s basic 
needs. 

“The rationing is absolutely 
essential and the government is 
working extremely hard to keep 
it,” one diplomat said. 


Baker: U.S. ‘might well’ 
have let Israel-Iran deal 


WASHINGTON (R) — Secret- 
ary of State James Baker said 
Sunday that the Uinted States 
“might very well” have allowed 

Israel to sefi Iran American-made 

arms and spare parts worth bu- 
ttons of dollars from early 1981 
onwards. 

Asked to comment on a New 
York Times report that Washing- 
ton abruptly changed its policy to 
wMti» the sales possible, Mr. Bak- 
er said on U.S. television: 

“I don’t know, that it’s not 
trim, I don’t know that it is true... 
I don't have any recollection... it 
might very well have happened as 
far as I know.” 

The New York Tones report, 
quoting senior Reagan adminis- 
tration officials and Israeli offi- 
cials, said tire flow of arms began 
a few months after Iran released 
the American hostages seized at 
the U.S. embassy in Tehran in 
1979. 

The hostages were freed on 


January 1981 on the day Presi- 
ook < 


dent Ronald Reagan took office. 
Mr. Baker was White House 
chief of staff at the time. 

The secretary of state, pressed 
to confirm the report, said, “It 
□right very well be the case that 
we had decided to do that as a 
favour to Israel, because Israel 
would earn, I suppose, some 
money from selling those parts. 

“We do cooperate with Israel 
on matters such as this." 

Asked how it was that he was 
not sore whether it happened, he 
said “A lot of tilings happened 
over that four-year period, some 
of winch I knew about and some 
of which I didn’t. I don’t have a 
recollection.” 

“The secretary of state is the 
person, as I understand it, who is 
empowered to approve export of 
technology such as that... that 
doesn’t mean it would necessarily 
have come to the president's 
attention but it might very well 
have,” he added. 

The secretary of state at foe 
time was Alexander Haig. 

The New York Times quoted 
an adviser to Mr. Haig as denying 
the former secretary of state au- 
thorised arms shipments from 
Israel to Iran. 

The newspaper said the United 
States specifically authorised the 
sales for between six and 18 
months. 

Iran badly needed the arms. 


ammunition and spare parts to 
replenish and repair toe predomi- 
nantly U.S.-made arsenal it was 
whig in its war with Iraq. 

The newspaper said that Mr. 
Haig and former Israeli Prime 
Minister Menactaem Begin work- 
ed out the agreement in 1981 and 
the Reagan administration res- 
cinded it in 1982. 

In foe mid-1980s the Reagan 
administration made a secret 
agreement with Iran to exchange 
U.S. arms for American hostages 
held by the Iranian groups in 
Lebanon. 

The New York Times said it 
conkl not establish an American 
rationale for the change of polky. 
But it said disclosure of the 
- Reagan a dminis tra tion’s agree- 
ment with Israel comes as the 
U.S. Congress prepares to begin 
an investigation into allegations 
that Reagan campaign officials 
made a deal with Iran for the 
release of the hostages after die 
November 1980 U.S. presidential 
election. That alleged, but un- 
proved, scenario has become 
known as the “October surprise." 

The New York Times said in- 
terviews carried out over the last 
three months have found no link 
between the Israeli arms sales to 
Iran and such an “October sur- 
prise” scenario. 


Singapore firm under probe 


The United States is investigat- 
ing a Singapore c ompan y fin alleged 
involvement illegal arms sales to 
Iran in tire 1980s, a U.S. embassy 
offirial said. 

The official said Singapore-in- 
corporated Aero Systems Private 
Limited bad been indicted by a 
U.S. court for selling U.S.-made 
military aircraft and missile parts 
to Ehhl The company i> a subsidi- 
ary of a Miami-based Aero Sy* 
terns Inc. 

The U.S. official declined to 
elaborate, while officials of Aero 
Systems in Singapore were not 
available for comment. 

The Straits Times newspaper 
said cm Monday tire parts were 
allegedly smuggled to Iran be- 
tween 1984 and 1987 disguised as 
commercial aircraft parts and 
with the end-users’ names falsi- 
fied. 

Several of the alleged sales 
were shipped to Iranian agents in 
Hong Kong, the newspaper said. 


Arafat accuses Soviets, 
U.S. of favouring Israel 


NICOSIA (R) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat has Sunday 
accused Moscow of backing Israel 
in Middle East peace talks but 
singled out Washing t on as foe 
main culprit. 

In a message marking the 
fourth anniversary of the start of 
foe Palestinian uprising, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) chairman called on 
Palestinians to escalate their 


fug with Israel by seeking repeal 
of a United Nations resohmou 
equating Zionism with racism, 
refusing visas to advisors accom- 
panying tire Palestinian delega- 
tion, and not giving delegates the 
aanre facilities they had at tire first 

round in Madrid. 


“We know that tire co-sponsors 
of tire (Middle East peace) con- 
ference are pampering the Zion- 
ist enemy, especially America 
which treats Mm as an ally and a 
friend,” he said. 

The United States and Soviet 
Union are joint sponsors of the 
talks, due to resume in Washing- 
ton Tuesday. 

“We know that this Zionist 
enemy has allies and friends in 
Washington and he is the spoiled 
son of tire subsequent American 
g ov er nm ents— and more than 
that (America) is not the decent 
referee in this difficult and 
dangerous match,” Mr. Arafat 


He urged Washington and 
Moscow to shoulder tiiier respon- 
sibilities and stop applying double 
standards. 

“What is going on now in 
Washington puts foe United 
States before an important test to 
prove its credibOty,” he said. 

“We once again assert in tins 
political round of the settlement 
process in Washington that there 
will be no peace other than the 
Palestinians*, no stability without 
tire Palestinian win, and no secur- 
ity unless it passes through the 
security of our people and the 
Arab Nation,” be said. 


He accused Washington of sid- 


We went to Washington realis- 
ing the difficult situation and we 
did not go for a picnic... but we 
went to stress our position to- 
wards peace and justice even 
though we might not find this 
peace or this justice,” he said. 


Only Jews, Arabs give attention 

(Co ntinu ed from page 1) 


darkness between us,” said Kay 
. EKant, a committee member. Freij 
and Eifant lit candles in a menorah 
for the fourth ni ght of Hanukah. 

At noon today, members of the 
Palestinian delegation are sche- 
duled to visit the Community for 
Creative Non-Violence, a shelter 
for the homeless, to show solidar- 
ity with homeless people, said 
Ahmed Saif, a spokesman for the 

delegati on. 

But events such as those involv- 
ing interaction between the delega- 
tions and Washingtonians have 
been the exception so Cor. 

— People offer several theories as 
to why the talks have not captured 
widespread attention locally. 

“Washingtonians are so used to 
high-level politics that it’s the norm 
for us, not like it would be in 
Waterloo, Iowa,” said Mo Suss- 
man, owner of Joe A Mo’s, a 
popular Connecticut Avenue res- 
taurant. 

Murray Tenenbanm, executive 
director of the Jewish Community 
Council of Greater Washington, 
■aid the peace talks have been a 
hot topic of c onversation among 
many of his Jewish friends and 


colleagues. But he said he was not 
surprised that it was not as popular 
among non-Jews and non-Arabs. 

“M/my Americans are focused 
on die economy and domestic 
issues, worried about, their next 
paycheck,” be said. 

Jim Zogby, executive director of 
the Arab-American Institute, said 
he and hm colleagues and friends of 
Arab desoeat have been foflowtag 
the process intently. 

“When the talks occurred in 
Madrid, people got up in the wee 
hours to watch it,” on CNN Zogby 
said. 

There is a sense of pride among 
many Arab- Americans about the 
way the Arab delegations acquit- 
ted themselves at Madrid, and a 
sense of excitement about their 
presence in Washington, he said. 

Zogby dismissed theories on 
the lack of excitement about the 
talks; be said there is no 
hag of interest became the 
delegation has yet to arrive and 
there were no substantive tafia. 

If the Israelis had come to the 
table when the other, delegations 
did, “there definitely would have 
been a buzz,” he said. — Hie 
Washington Post. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. ballistic inspectors head for Iraq 


U.S. paratroops, Kuwaitis exercise 


BAHRAIN (R) — U.N. weapons inspectors headed for Baghdad 
Monday on a mission expected to include searches for concealed 
Scud unssiles and ballistic materials. Team leader Colonel Vigar 
Aabrech declined to give details of his agenda before departing 
from Bahrain, foe field headquarters for all U.N. teams mandated 
to find and destroy Iraq's weapons of mass destruction. U.N. 
officials say his inspection, the last scheduled for 1991, is likely to 
involve visits to undeclared ballistic missiles sites to search for any 
material which might have escaped foe notice of previous teams. 
Another team of ballistic inspectors were due to return from Iraq 
Monday after a verifying whether Iraqi authorities had finished 
destroying the country’s remaining declared Scud missile launch 
■pads and soperguns.” U.N. officials said in October that after this 
task was complete, all Iraq’s known ballistic missiles and launchers 
would have been ettmioated. Western analysts believe there are 
discrepancies in die number of Scud missiles declared by Iraqi' 
authorities .and Baghdad may still have about 200 Scuds. Mr. 
Aabrech, a Norwegian, said Ins 29-member team would spend 12 
days in Iraq. His is the 24th team sent to the country to ensure Iraqi 
compliance with U.N. ceasefire resolutions. 


KUWAIT (R) — Hundreds of U.S. paratroops staged an assault 
training exercise with Kuwait Sunday, over nine months since Gulf 
allied troops ousted Iraqis from the emirate. At least one U.S. 
ranger was injured on the first day of the manoeuvres which were 
almost cancelled because of strong winds. The Pentagon has said 
foe five-day war games, the second joint training manoeuvres in 
Kuwait in a month, will indude some 900 U.S. army, marine, navy 
and air force personnel. High winds marked the first day invlovmg 
seven C-14I planes carrying 550 U.S. airborne ranger light infantry 
soldiers. Details of the ranger’s injuries were not immediately 
known, said U.S. Captain Douglas Wisnioski from the special 
operations command central. Two ambulances were seen beading 
towards landing areas. 


Afghan leader vows not to seek more arms 


GCC chief Invited to Iran 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iran has invited Abdullah Bishara, secretary- 
general of the six-nation Golf Cooperation Council (GCC) to visit 
Tebrain, the Bahrain-based Gulf News Agency (GNA) said 
Sunday. GNA said Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Ati Mohammad 
Besharati delivered the invitation in Riyadh during a meeting with 
senior GCC officials. There were no further details. Ties between 
Iran and GCC members Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have improved dramatically 
as a result of Iran’s neutral stand daring the Gulf crisis. The GCC 
backed Iraq with billions of dollars during its 1980-88 war with 
Iran. Iran’s news agency (HINA) said last week King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia had renewed an invitation to President Akbar Hashemi 
Ra&anjani to visit the kingdom. 


KABUL (R) — Afghan President Najibullah said Sunday be would 
not seek weapons from other sources to fight Western-backed 
guerrillas after Moscow cut off supplies next month. He told a news 
conference that foreign interference in the country must cease and 
he renewed his call for a ceasefire to help to end the 13-year-old 
Afghan dvil war. “Once these two conditions are fulfilled, Afghans 
can come to a speedy resolution of all their differences,” be said. 
The United States and the Soviet Union are due to halt weapons 
supplies to the waning sides by Jan. 1 to promote a U.N. peace 
plan providing for a ceasefire and a transitional government 
leading to elections., Mr. Najibullah said Kabul would not seek 
fresh sources of weapons. “The task is to reduce the arms in the 
country and not seek ways of bringing in hew supplies,” he said. He 
denied reports of heavy fighting between rival pro-government 
militia groups m the western Afghan city of Herat in foe past week. 
Witnesses from the area had said militia groups fired at each other 
from tanks and armoured vehicles and regular army troops had also 
dashed with the militia groups. Mr. Najibullah said foe reports 
were ‘totally wrong” and offered to take foreign reporters to Herat 
Monday. 


Is lami c summit opens in Dakar 0 ^ 


(Caatliwd frees page 1) 

at Ah critical stage in foe history of 
Arabs, Mnsfims and the entire world. 

King Hossein and Mr. Benjeffid 
jifiim m ti that holding the summit hi 
Senegal gives a chance for building 
and bolstering coopera ti on «nong 
Arab is foe Arab World ana 
Africa. 

The two leaden exc h a ng ed views 
on the Middle East peace process-sod 
the need to solve the Palestinian 
on the basil of international 


ly at a time when blocs in other ton 
of the worid are bangcreated^* 
The meeting was attended 
Jord anian side by Shutf ZefcLJUr 
Abo-Odeh and Prinee TalaL Oh lfe 
Algerian jwfc if- was attOBderfh* 
Foreign Minister A1 AkMoffiijff 

Following foe mrxt&jg 
sem raid m n ttnwancsfc 
“It is a big Arab 


Discussed at the meeting was also 
foe danocratisatioa process in Jordan 
and Algeria. King Hussein and Mr. 
Beujetnd the need to con- 

tinue foe process and safeguard it so 
as to engage the Jordaman and the 
Algerian peoples in the process of 
hi their countries. 

They also called for men d i ng the 
fences between Arab states, espeosl- 


in it. I cannot pretfiet ds^rairih 
ilbopeitwiHcanyporitiri^mihi 
an the long way towards ter yfo 
and purposes in achieving ta fep 
amongst ourselves.” . - 
King Hussein wffl 
address at the cocfereM u eTTncadaW! 
morning. The addrcsawffldcatwia 
Arab and Islamic issues raweS as tfe 
basis for nrminli Anting Ipliiak iu| 
darity to confront the cdnnat:fo* 


Nothing less than settlement freeze' 


1) 


“relations are warming op,” the in- 
formation minister added. 

Likewise, there is aho an upturn m 
Jordanian-Sandi relations, he said, 
and did not rule out a possible meet- 
ing between King Hussein and Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah 00 the fringes 
of the fafatmi r. Minimi t which opened 
in Dakar, Senegal, (91 Monday. 

Better ties between Jordan and 
Kuwait have to wait, he said without 
elaboration. Kuwaiti leaders, who 
have accused Jordan of “supporting” 
Iraq in the Gulf crisis, are said to 
oppose any immediate warm-op in 
ties with Amman in foe post-Gulf war 


view foot he was confident'! 
would attend the mohflatsrat.i 
scheduled to be held ra Moscow Jm, 
28-29, despite its declared stand that 
it would be futile to jen such aegofe. 
does unless pr o g ress was achieved fc 
tile bft yteralu , 

The pfcSosopfay that Jordan applet 
ta relations with other Arab coa* 
tries, Mr. Sharif said, is that “went 
feeing challenges that can be derit 
with not on a national level” bat an ai% 


Taming to Jordan’s rotations with 
Syria — co-attendants in peace talks 
with Israel — Mr. Sharif said, “there 
may be d if ference in apimon” on tile 
pace of the pence negotiations — 
particularly vis-a-vis multilateral tab 
on regional issues — “but we have no 
quarrels between ns.” 

King Hussein said in a recent mter- 


-Arab consultations and cOor- 
dtaation. 

“We are pushing in these chat 
neb,” added Mr. Sharif, who is aho 
handling foe htqg n qff a im partfofio 

in the absence of Foreign Minuter 
Kamel Abo Jaber, wfw a in Dtkar 

■ t t rwrr fi n g foe ffffrflmw- mminil , 

Mr. Sharif, who ant as chief edfet 

of Jordan’s A1 Dus tor Arabic, 
language daBy ta October before be. 

minister of information, de- 
scribed Wednesday's meeting wfcfa 
ihw journalists as at *■— *■*■ 
tag tamadf with the foreign jm 
corps in the Kingdom. - 


U.S. media refocusing limelight 

(Contbraed from page 1) 


foe living rooms of millions of 
viewers around the world, only 
briefly mentioned foe event. 

Arab delegations arrived in 
the American capital 
to receive the kind of saturation 
media coverage they got in Mad- 


rid in October, when they met 
U.S.-Soviet- 


with Israel for the 
sponsored Middle East peace 
conference. They also expected 
to some public relations points 
by appearing at the State Depart- 
ment at 10.-00 a.m. Wednesday 
to demonstrate their willingness 
to talk, thus casting Israel as 
intransigent. 

To die dismay of the Arab 
detections and the delight of foe 
Israeli embassy, die State De- 
partment also did not make an 
issue of the Israeli absence ami 
refrained from strongly censur- 
ing Tel Aviv for its snub. 

Almost as “bad” as the State 
Department's restraint, news- 
papers and television lost interest 
in the peace process rather 
quickly. Arab delegates 
observed News was do m inated 
by the state of the U.S. eco- 
nomy, the release of the last 
American hostage, the rape trial 
of William Kennedy Smith and 
the forced resignation erf John 
Smnmn as White House chief of 
staff, who is of Arab descent. 

“I can understand that tire 
Israelis bad not been in town and 
die talks have not really begun," 
said Jordanian delegate and 
spokesman Marwan - Moas/ier. 
“But still we expected more 
coverage on the issue, especially 
that it is historic and in foe U.S. 
capital.” 

Many Arab delegates and 
journalists contend that the 
media, which has many Israeli 
support er s in its ranks, purposely 
relegated the event to save brad 
from what promised to be a 
public relations nightmare if tele- 
vision cameras had been allowed 
to show the empty chairs of 
Israeli delegates at the negotiat- 
ing table. 

The U.S. government, they 
say, also played a role in down- 
playing the story by making only 
mild statements after Tel Aviv 
dearly snubbed the administra- 
tion by not showing up on the 
U.S. -proposed date. Secret ar y 
Baker, who devoted nine months 
of erfforfa to bring the Arabs and 
Israelis to the table and was very 
modi in the limelight in Madrid, 
was conspicuously missing fob 
week from the process leaving 


the reins of intricate diptomaqr 

to hb aides. 

“If President Bosh or Secret- 
ary Baker made sta t e m e n ts ab- 
out Israel’s absence, then de- 
finitely there would have heea 
more coverage by the UJL 
media,” one veteran Arab jour- * 
nattst said. “It b the case of the “ 
chicken and egg in the case of the 
administration and the medb 
concerning who makes the 
news,” he added. 

. “But could you imagine if 
Syria had not shown on Dec. 4 
and Israel (fid... the media worid 
have had a field day,” the jour- 
nalist said. 

American journalists defend- 
ing their coverage of foe eve* 
say that although in t ere st in fee 
tiAt b hi gh among many in th£ 
Arab auf Jewish communities; 
most average Americans' a|t 


preoccupied wife fee falteriM 
kinder 


economy and the other 
issues that “sefl newspapers." 

“Many A me ric an s are focus- 
ing their attention on the eco- 
nomy. and the peace talks were 
simply overtaken by events," 
said Boston Globe State Depart- 
ment correspondent Mary Car- 
tins. “The talks reatty-fed not 
begin... when they do next week 
and there b substance there wffl 
be more coverage,” added Ms. . 
Cnrtius, who covered and was 9 
based in the Middle East for 
several years. ' 

Supporting the argument tint 
Americans are not interested m 
the process, a Washington Fob 
report, based on 20 interviews 
wife Washingtonians, said mol 
were- vaguely aware of the. tabs 
and others did not even know 
they were being held in the U.S. 
cajrftal (aw arf la c Ml story). . 

In a popular hamburger res- 
taurant in Georgetown, custom- 
ers were attentively watching fee 
rape trial of WOtiain Kennedy 
Smith and when a patron .mo 
asked by the Jordan Thuea about 
fab opinion on the Middle Eat 
peace process he said: “Of 
course I know they are taking 
place here m town and dud brad 
has not yet attended by yt* 
know i t would much more »* 
foresting if there was a bit of 
violence involved... - such » 
somebody beating op fee I&caS 
ambassador.” 

A Pakistani taxidriver acknow- 
ledged that the media were 
“dominated by the Jews.” Be 
quipped: “You think fee Braeb 
occupy Palestine? You may be 
interested to know that they aho 
occupy Washington.” . . 
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■ ART' EXHIBITION — His Rqyai Highness Prince 
.Trial Ben Mohammad and Princess Ghaida Talri 
fold a visit to the Abdal HamM Shoman Founda- 
tion (ABSF) and were briefed on the functions of fts 
various units iBdnrifng the information centre, the 


public library, the cbfldreo’s library and the 
computer Hbrary. The Prince and Princess had 
earlier opened at the AHSF’s scientific and rnltaral 
centre an exhibition of irufnfinrr by Jordanian 
artist Jmnaua A1 


By Serene Habsa 

' Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — As the eyes of the 
world focus on Tuesday’s Arab- 
, Israeli talks in Washington, many 
■ Palestinians in refugee camps in 
'•Jordan were Monday quietly, if 
not somberly celebrating the 
'fourth anniversary of the “intifa- 
da” with scepticism over the 
posable fate erf the Middle East 
peace process and whether it 
would produce an equitable solu- 
tion. 

There was a general consensus 
among those interviewed by die 
Jordan Times on the eve of the 
intifada’s fourth anniversary that 
die Israeli “wrangle” over the 
date of the second round of talks 
has reemphasised an Israeli hard- 
line position rejecting any with- 
drawal from Arab territories thus 
they felt the situation necessi- 
tated the continuation erf the in- 
tifada as a form of aimed struggle 
and of rejection by the people 
thing under occupation. 

Furthermore, many of those 
interviewed felt that- the Israeli 
absence- -and: the Arab delega- 
hon’s -sterile wait tin Washington, 
,fti£ - continued "Israeli hardline 
statements* vowing never tof re- 
turn Arab land, the continued 
bunding of settlements, the week- 
long imposed curfew in most 
Palestinian cities, and the meek 
American response to Israeli in- 
transigence have all added up to 
die reeling of scepticism and 
doubt 

“There is a dear contradiction 


between the need to step up the 
armed struggle and the need to 
find a peaceful solution to our 
problem," said Adham Add, a 
government employee from die 
Baqaa refugee camp. “But you 
have to remember that our peo- 
ple under occupation are con- 
stantly suffering at the hands of 
the Israeli forces. This daily suf- 
fering climaxed in the intifada 
that wonld never be silenced un- 
less there is a radical solution to 
the Palestinian problem." 

“How can you talk about a 
peace process when the Palesti- 
nians are not even allowed to 
have there own independent de- 
legation and when we, Arabs, 
have to do things according to 
Israeli conditions?" asked Abdul 
Latif Abdullah, a merchant in 
Baqaa. “The Israelis don’t even 
acknowledge that there is a 
Palestinian problem, so we have 
to find new ways to deal with an 
enemy that doesn't acknowledge 
our right to exist,” he added. 

A taxi driver from the same 
refugee camp, Najeb A1 AyedF, 


that the intifada should not stop 
until “every inch of Arab land is 
returned." 

“I am 100 per cent sure that the 
talks in Washington are not going 
to work," he told the Jordan 
Times. “Israel is not to be trusted 
because it might fall under inter- 
national pressure now and show 
some concessions, but it will re- 
peat its brutal occupation double 
fold in years to come," he added, 
explaining that the massive Soviet 
Jewish immigration was the most 
frightening aspect of future 
policymaking. 

“My expectations are bleak." 
Mr. Adham said. “Israel’s ambi- 
tious designs are much greater 
than we expect and they include 
the whole Arab World and not 
only the land of Palestine.” 

Another 18-year-old student, 
Eyad Raj eh, did not show as 
much pessimism over the out- 
come of the peace talks, main- 
tained that the intifada was a 
“people’s decision” not a “one 
man’s decision." 

“I don’t think the intifada. 


said bebehevod that tbeongping • would continue if there was peace 
jjeace efforts were.” fruitless be*- ■ and Arab lands were returned," 
Cause of Israeli' stubborness and ' be said. “But it’s hard to imagine 
rigid stand. “Israel wilt not give '“peace " by listening to Israel’s 
up Arab land easily and that is hardline rhetoric.” 


why I believe the intifada should 
continue until there is a final and 
honourable solution to the 
Palestinian problem," be said. 

A 28-year-old school teacher, 
Mahmoud Ahamd, reiterated the 
sense of mistrust and doubt loom- 
ing over the peace talks and said 


Abu Kamal, an owner of a 
hardware store in Baqaa took the 
argument a step forward saying: 
“If there was real peace — some- 
thing everyone wanted to see in 
this region — and rights were 
recognised, then the intifada 
would have served its purpose." 


Consultants begin examining 
Jordan’s educational system 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team of 
British consultants working for 
the British Overseas Develop- 
ment Agency arrived in Amman 
Monday for a 20-day visit during 
which its members will examine 
the ongoing prog ram me for over- 
hauling the educational system in 
Jordan. 

The process, which is in imple- 
mentation of resolutions passed 


by the 1987 educational confer- 
ence in Jordan involves training 
of teachers, introducing new cur- 
ricula for schools and textbooks, 
evaluating school buildings and 
educational facilities. 

The British consultants will be 
meeting with the director general 
of the Ministry of Education’s 
Educational Centre, the director 
of technical education, super- 


Agricultural seminar 
reviews protection 
from pests, diseases 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar 
_ organised by the U.N. Food and 
" Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
• m cooperation with the Ministry 
of Agriculture Monday ended a 
second day of discussions during 
which participants reviewed two 
working papers related to prom- 
oting food production and agri- 
culture in the Near East region. 

One of the papers reviewed in 
the first session Monday dealt 
with means .of combating agri- 
- cultural pests which affect veget- 
ables -protected under plastic 
sheets. The paper also outlined 
the role FAO could play in help- 
ing to implement national prog- 
‘ famine in this concern. 

The paper recommended 
boosting the work of agricultural 
extension services, emphasised 
the need for agricultural quaran- 
tine and stressed the importance 
of testing aB imported seeds. It 
farther encouraged information 


exchanges among Near East 
countries and called for promot- 
ing projects in fighting pests. 

The other paper, which was 
discussed in the second session 
Monday, dealt with diseases 
which could be transmitted to 
humans by animal like rabies and 
salmonella. The paper recom- 
mended imposing stricter con- 
trols over inter-state crossings by 
roving herds of cattle and sheep, 
improving hygiene services for 
animals, boosting the use of 
veterinary vaccination and other 
services. 

The seminar is also discussing 
topics related to growing produce 
in hot bouses, production of 
seeds used in the Near East re- 
gion, crop diseases, combating 
pests and other related matters. 

Delegates from 24 nations in 
the Near East region are taking 
part in the five-day conference, 
which opened in Amman Sunday. 


visors of schools and education- 
ists to discuss a training program- 
me for teachers. 

Ministry of Education officials 
said that the group would be 
talking to teachers and instructors 
at a number of teacher training 
centres and would be examining 
new teaching methods followed 
by teachers undergoing training 
under the ministry's programme 
of upgrading qualifications of 
school teachers and teaching pro- 
ficiency. 

The Ministry of Education, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Jordanian 
universities, is undertaking a 
programme for upgrading the 
standard of teachers in Jordan 
through three training centres in 
Amman, irbid and Karak. 

Teachers are being trained to 
improve their skills and exposed 
to new methods for teaching at 
schools as adopted by the 1987 confer- 
ence with a view to raising the 
educational standards in the 
Kingdom. 


Iranian parliamentary 
team meets Arabiyat, 
presents Tehran views on 
Mideast peace moves 


amp refugees doubt Israeli 
[peace intentions, back intifada 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
representing the Iranian Shura 
Council (national assembly) ar- 
rived in Amman Monday on a 
visit and to bold talks with mem- 
bers of the Lower House of Par- 
liament on issues of mutual con- 
cern to Jordan and Iran. 

The delegation handed a mes- 
sage to Lower House of Parlia- 
ment speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat containing the resolutions 
of an international conference 
held in Tehran in October to 
voice support for the Palestinian 
people in their struggle against 
Israel. 

The conference, attended by 
Palestinian groups among other 
delegations from 60 countries, 
had rejected the American- 
brokered Middle East conference 
and called for armed struggle 
against Israel. 

The message, addressed to Dr. 
Arabiyat by Mabdi Karoubi, the 
Shura Council’s speaker, was del- 
ivered by the delegation members 
who extended an invitation to Dr. 
Arabiayt to visit Tehran. 

Dr. Arabiyat said the Islamic 
nation was in dire need for sol- 
diarity and dose cooperation at 
this crucial stage to counter 
threats from enemies of the Isla- 
mic nation. 

At the meeting, attended by 
House members. Dr. Arabiyat 
briefed the visitors on Jordan’s 
endeavours to support the 
Palestinian people at all levels. 

Dr. Arabiyat thanked the de- 
legation for the message and 
promised that it will be examined 


by the Lower House members. 

Tbe head of the Iranian delega- 
tion called for increased coopera- 
tion among Islamic countries in 
all fields particularly under the 
present difficult circumstances 
facing the Islamic nation. 

He said tbe visit aimed at 
promoting Jordauian-Iranian 
cultural, economic, commericai 
and political cooperation and to 
sound out Jordan's views with 
regard to the Tehran conference 
resolutions. 

The Tehran conference called 
on Islamic and Arab countries to 
reject all conciliatory efforts 
which, it said, could lead to for- 
mal recognition of Israel. 

The Iranian delegation’s two- 
day visit covers talks with Jorda- 
nian officials and tours of 
archaoelogical and religious sites 
-in the Kingdom. 

In a late development, mem- 
bers of tbe Iranian delegation 
were also received by Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Minister iw«iin 
A1 Khatib who briefed them on 
Jordan’s efforts exerted to pre- 
vent attempts by Israel to Jndaise 
the holy places in Jerusalem and 
the rest of the West Bank. 

He said in tbe meeting, winch 
.was attended by Dr. Arabiyat, 
that Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions were distinguished. 

“Since the start of the intifada. 
His Majesty King Hussein issued 
his directives to tbe ministry to 
allocate monthly salaries to the 
families of martyrs killed in the 
Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli occupation," be said. 


Ministry prepares rural 
and municipal reforms 


IRBID (Petra) — Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and tbe Environ- 
ment Minister Abdnl Razzaq 
Tubeishat affirmed Monday that 
the ministry is currently working 
on implementing His Majesty 
King Hussein's directives calling 
for supporting local municipal 
councils and developing their 
work through updating legisla- 
tions and laws. 


the ministry has started preparing 
draft laws and was studying prop- 
osals in this regard. The draft 
laws and proposals would be dis- 
cussed at a general conference 
which would be attended by 
heads of municipal and rural 
councils for approval, he said. 
“We hope that we can bold this 
conference within the few coming 
weeks," be added. 

The minister called for coop- 
eration between tbe councils to 
be able to reach the aspired goals. 
“With such cooperation a lot will 
be achieved for the local coun- 
cils,” he said. 

Dr. Tubeishat said the ministry 
had prepared a complete study on 
problems facing the mnnidpal 
and rural councils and had refer- 


Seminar on communication 
techniques ends Thursday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A two-week 
seminar on new communication 
services sponsored by the French 
Embassy in Jordan is drawing to a 
dose this week. A total of 19 
partiapants from the Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCC), 
Jordan Television (JTV) and Ye- 
men. Syria and Lebanon are tak- 
ing part in tbe seminar organised 
in cooperation with the TCC 
training centre in Amman. 

The seminar, which ends 
Thursday, entailed discussions 
and training session related to 
new aspects of television broad- 
casting and tbe latest, develop- 
ments in .new data communica- 
tion services that are mainly dedi- 
cated to the corporate sectors 
(audiotext, videoconferencing, 
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B9s Royal Highness Crown P r ince Hassan, the Rege nt , Monday speaks at the cod of a three-day 
conference on farming cooperatives {Petra photo) 

Regent places high priority 
on Arab food security 


red it to the Council of Ministers. 
The study, he said, included re- 
commendations on ways to re- 
move obstacles facing the coun- 
cils and solve their problems. 

He called for revising the role 
of the joint councils and for acti- 
vating them. 

He said the ministry intended 
to develop tbe efficiency of tech- 
nical, administrative and financial' 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
conference on farming coopera- 
tives, organised by the Arab 
Farming Cooperatives Federa- 
tion ( AFCF) came to a dose here 
Monday with a speech by IBs 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, urging doser 
Arab cooperation among Arab 
states in matters related to ensur- 
ing food security for the Arab 
World. 

In 1986, the Arab World’s food 
imports exceeded $25 JbflHon and 
the amount is expected to triple 
by the end of the present era tiny, 
the Regent said at the dosing 
session. 

He emphasised the importance 
of information and expertise in 
planning and implementing agri- 
cultural projects and urged Arab 
states to buy their needs of food 
supplies in bulk if necessary in 
order to cut down on tbe cost 


In an inaugrual speech to the 
conference, which was attended 
by delegates from 11 Arab coun- 
tries, Prince Hassan had urged 
Arab states to adopt modern 
technology in farming and to 
facilitate the exchange of agri- 
cultural products among them- 
selves. 

The delegates discussed gener- 
al federation policy and plans to 
promote agricultural coopera- 
tives’ work with special attention 
to the occupied Arab lands. 

Tbe Regent's address, which 
was delivered on his behalf by 
Agriculture Minister Fayez Kha- 
sawneh, urged the meeting to 
give due concern to issues facing 
Arab fanners and cooperatives as 
part of an overall effort to find 
solutions to the food security 
problem of the Arab World. 

At the end of the session, the 
Regent received the beads of 


delegations and discussed with 
them the importance of joint 
Arab action to meet the huma- 
nitarian needs of the Iraqi people 
in tbe current winter season. 

Discussions at the meeting 
emphasised the need for opening 
the borders of tbe Arab countries 
for the free Sow of agricultural 
products in a drive to promote 
economic integration in the Arab 
World. 

The delegates stressed the im- 
portance of Arab countries 
bartering food products with one 
another to avoid the problem of 
having to come up with hard 
currency to settle payments. 

The participants also reveiwed 
matters related to surface water 
resources, strategic products like 
cereals and dairy products, meat 
cooking oil and other basic com- 
modities. 


. & ia weetoj? wrtb adnumsta- iHCadres _ at , the., focal-, councils 
trve pn«nioraandWt ofmamr comm and spe- 

apal and rardcormirils m Irbid semfaSs^ _ _ 

goveroorate; Dr. Tubeishat Said 


The ministry, he continued, 
was currently studying tbe issue 
of reducing interest rates of the 
Cities and Villages Development 
Bank and was trying to find new 
financial resources for tbe bank 
to enable it to contribute to sup- 
porting tbe councils’ projects. 

The minister announced at the 
meeting that the ministry wonld 
distribute JD 1J minion to tbe 
municipalities to help them pay 
back their debts. 

Irbid governor, who was also 
present at the meeting, briefed 
the minis ter on the demands and 
needs of tbe local councils. 

He affirmed tbe importance of 
updating laws and called for in- 
creasing allocations for the coun- 
cil. 


Weatherman Jardaneh to present 

sees no need , , . . 

for umbrellas budget tomorrow 

■ Akf /t m\ mi. _ rw -i, -1 -vr\ aim _»n* 

today : i 

-By-a-Jerdan Times • - 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN (J.T.) — TheHa&Wer -'JD -862 million. 


: 'HotiSe of Parliament is to^ctin- 
vene Wedndsday under foe* cJiair- 
J manship of its speaker, -iftMul 
Latif Arabiyat , to examine foe 


—^External committed grants 
estimated at JD 281 million. ■ 

■ — Total current expenditure 
estimated at JD 940 million and 


smart buildings, value added net- 
works and services, PC to PC 
communication, etc). 

A spokesman for the French 
Embassy said that the partici- 
pants exchanged expertise and 
advanced ideas aimed at promot- 
ing telecommunication services 
for the business sector as weQ as 
for the public users within tbe 
country and in relation with in- 
ternational networks. 


AMMAN — A series of cold 
fronts accompanying the low de- 
pression that affected Jordan and 
the rest of the eastern Mediterra- 
nean region Monday have 
brought very scattered showers in 
the -north of Jordan and strong 
winds and dust to all other parts 
of foe country, according to the 
Department of Meteorology. 

Department official Jamal A1 
Monsa said tbe depression, which 
has moved to the north east of 
Turkey, could bring some scat- 
tered showers and create shallow 
clouds in the northern regions 
Tuesday, but no rain was ex- 
pected in other parts of the coun- 
ty- 

Tuesday and Wednesday were 
expected to be cloudy and cold 
with temperatures not exceeding 
12 during foe day dropping to five 
Celsius at night, Mr. Mousa 
noted in a statement to foe Jor- 
dan Tunes Monday evening. 

But he said rain was expected 
Wednesday night mid Thursday 
largely due to tbe creation of a 
new low depression just south of 
Italy which wonld reach Cyprus 
by Wednesday. He said tbe new 
depression was expected to be 
accompanied by a number of cold 
fronts, bringing rain to foe King- 
dom and other parts of foe east- 
ern Mediterranean region. 


Kingdom's 1992 fiscal budget to capital expenditure at JD 338 
be delivered by Finance Minister million. 


Basel Jardaneh. 

A statement from Parliament 
Monday said that Dr. Arabiyat 
invited the deputies for the spe- 
cial session which will be 


— ■ JD 45 million allocated for 
pay increases for civil and secur- 
ity personnel and foe aimed 
forces. 

The cabinet statement indi- 


a trended by Prime Minister Shar- cated that GDP was expected to 
if Zeid Ben Shaker and other ^ uoand m 2 .g billion. 


cabinet members. 

The 1992 draft budget was pre- 


Tbe allocations in foe new 


pared by the outgoing govern- budget would create 6,300 new 
ment of Prime Minister Taher J obs “ government departments 
Masri and unveiled on Nov. 19. “J 1 . forces . 85 well as 

The JD 1.278 billion draft otber P uWlc mstJtnDODS - 
bndget has a deficit of JD 107 In foe Lower House's next 
million — about 50 per cent bi-weekly session to be held Sun- 
rednction from 1991’s budget de- day, Dec. 15, the House will take 
fie* 1 - a vote of confidence in foe new 

The budget will be examined government formed by Sharif 
by parliament during the current .Zeid Ben Shaker, 
regular session before it can be Another announcement by Dr. 
endorsed by a Royal Decree; Arabiyat Monday said that 
Tbe main features of foe House committees formed Sun- 
budget include: day would bold a meeting Tues- 

— Domestic revenues, includ- day to elect chairman and rappor- 
ing recovered loans, estimated at tears. 



SSC opens symposium tomorrow 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Social Security Corporation (SSC) vnll 
organise a symposium Wednesday for its liaison officers on foe 
imptementation of foe social security laws. The symposium arms 
to acquaint the participants with foe law, define their du ties and 
_ familiarise them with the legal, financial and administrative 
aspects of foe law. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


☆ Exhibition of scientifi c and technical books at the Uu i v e rsft y of 
Jordan. 

it Exhibition of pannings by a group of Iraqi artists at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

-ft" Art exhibition by Jnmana A1 Hnsseini at Abdul Hamid Shoman 
Foundation Gaflery. 

it of printiwy by JaU Oreiqat at the P hoe ni x Art 

Gallery. 

☆ Antique Christmas show erf Jnfia Hananfai at the Marriott 
HoteL 

☆ Art exhibition by Natfeena Mnbsen and Mabdi at 

Baladna Art GaHery, tbe Gardens Street. 


☆ Lecture entitied “Museums in Germany— the Propagation of 
Culture” by NeBy Lana at the Goethe Institute — 7 pan. 


The British Council is seeking to recruit 

1. A Registrar for the Language Centre, 
and 

2. A typist/ Registry clerk. 

Candidates for both posts should be Jorda- 
nian, fluent in Arabic and English, spoken and 
written and have typing skills in both lan- 
guages. 

Familiarity with word processing and relevant 
professional experience are strong advan- 
tages. 

Details of both posts are available at our 
Reception desk. 

If you are interested in either or both posts, 
please send a detailed C.V. and photo by 16 
December to: 

The Director 
The British Council 
P.O.BOX 634 

Amman, Jordan j 


WANTED 

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE OFFICER 

The U.S. Agency for International Development has a 
vacancy in its office of trade, investment and 
production for a private enterprise officer. 

The position is for a U.S. citizen, and the incumbent 
will be responsible for all phases of management for 
a series of private sector development projects, 
including technical support for strategy develop- 
ment, design of new activities and evaluation of 
ongoing or completed private sector development 
initiatives. 

In executing these duties, the incumbent will interact 
regularly with top level government and business 
leaders. 

Applicants should be American citizens residing in. 
Jordan preferably with an advanced degree in a 
relevant field such as business administration, eco- 
nomics, finance and marketing: should have strong 
English writing and speaking skills and experience in 
programme management. 

Applicant should submit a C.V. and a sample of 
his/her writing (in English) no later than December 
22, 1991 to: 

Personnel Office 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
P.O.BOX 354 
Amman, Jordan 
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Soviet fallout could 
threaten peace prospects 

THE WORLD has been watching with dismay and 
utter disbelief the Soviet Union squirm on its deathbed 
ever since Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev ascended 
to power. Not that the international community is 
supportive of the Communist order, rather because of 
a deep conviction that the world order requires a set of 
checks and balances that would be absent without 
another superpower sharing clout in the international 
arena with the U.S. Nonetheless, the sick Soviet 
Communist structure seems to have come to its end 
when the leaders of Russia, the Ukraine and Byelorus- 
sia signed its death certificate as a union in a ceremony 
Sunday that put the seal on the official breakup of the 
former giant. “We,” the three leaders stated mi the 
occasion, “the Republics of Byelorussia, tbe Russian 
Federation and Ukraine... note that the Union of the 
Soviet Socialist Republics as a subject of international 
law and a geopolitical reality ceases its existence.” 

Even though historians would differ mi the real 
causes behind the demise of Hie Soviet Union, history 
wiD recall that the collapse of that snperpower 
occurred during the reign of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. The failed coop against Gorbachev earlier 
this year was the last desperate attempt to reverse the 
disintegration of that country. Political scientists may 
also conclude that the way the Soviet Union was 
structured and run was simply anathema to national 
aspiration and human yearnings for freedom and 
democratic rule. The old Soviet Union was a mosaic of 
nations that by and large had little in common in terms 
of culture and orientation. With the three breakaway 
republics constituting 70 per cent of the original Soviet 
population and eqjoying cmtimonality of interests 
unshared Iff other regions of the country, especially in 
the southern rim of the union, the stage is set for the 
“Westernisation” of the new order in every sense of 
the word. It remains to be seen whether armed 
conflicts would break out between the various parts of 
the former union. The odds are in favour of such 
conflicts proliferating across the country, especially in 
the southern parts where there are already ample signs 
that territorial, ethnic and religious differences would 
conthiue to fad mini wars if not outright mqjor wars 
involving nuclear weapons as Gorbachev has pro- 
jected. 

What these dramatic yet ominous developments 
could mean for the Arab World is something that is 
still open for conjuncture. However, one things 
appears to be imminent even at this early stage: The 
breakup of the Soviet Union will necessarily lead to 
farther expansion in Jewish immigration from various 
regions of that country to Israel. And everyone knows 
what substantial demographic changes in the Middle 
East would this influx mean with regards to the 
occupied Arab territories. That is why the Arabs must 
make every effort possible to abort Israeli plans to 
further colonise the West Bank, Gaza Strip and the 
Golan Heights before it is too late. As things stand 
now, the ongoing peace process appears to hold the 
only hope to accomplish that objective.- 




AL RAT daily Monday commemorated the advent of the fifth 
year of the Palestinian uprising (al intifada) with praise to tbe 
Palestinian people waging a revolt for freedom. Four long yeas of 
straggle waged by the old and young, men and women and all 
people of Palestine against repression and occupation have won 
the Palestinians the respect of tbe world, said tbe paper. Over tbe 
past four years, the Israelis tried every means at their disposal and 
all forms of oppres si on and terrorism in order to subdue the will 
of the Palestinian people and to stifle their voice, said tbe paper. 
Throughout tbe past four years, tbe Palestinians have been 
involved in a straggle for their freedom and an end to occupation 
of their land and have been confronting tbe Israelis troops with 
stones and offering numerous sacrifices for the sake of liberating 
their homeland, die paper con tinned. The Palestinian people’s 
legendary steadfastness and resistance, underline the fact that die 
oppre ss ed people aree determined to wrest their freedom and 
their rights by all possible means and at all costs, said the paper. 

A columnist in Al Dostour criticised the government for deciding 
to treat all the government employees equally by offering each of 
them JD 10 as a cost of living allowance without differentiating 
between those who are worthy of this allowance and those who 
are no. Mohammad Dowfieh said that no government employee 
has ever been dismissed for incompetence although everyone 
realises the fact that the public administration is incompetent 
requiring overhauling and drastic reform. The writer said it is 
hoped that tbe long-promised reform will come without any 
interference or influence from Parliament members who have 
been playing such game and mediating for the appointment of 
certain people in government offices. It is hope that Parliament 
members would not tamper with government plans to overhaul 
the civil service system and would not impede the expected 
process, said the writer. Daoudieh said he had little hope of 
seeing administrative reform, should the present state of affairs 
persist and Parliament members pursue their rid practice of 
interfering in government business. The writer said that he feared 
that administrative reform would meet die same fate of economic 
re fo rm , educational re form and agricultural reform which have 
never seen tbe light yet. 


Far-right assails Bush but seen as no 
threat to nomination 


By Michael Posner 
Renter 

WASHINGTON — Political ex- 
perts say Republican Party rales 
give right-wingers who are 
mounting a challenge to Presi- 
dent George Bush tittle chance of 
blocking his nomination for a 
second term. 

Party sources say conservative 
Republican commentator Patrick 
Buchanan will announce on Tues- 
day an “America first” a cam- 
paign and will ran in primaries 
against die president. 

Mr. Buchanan, 53, a White 
House speech writer under Re- 
publican President Richard Nix- 
on and Gerald Ford, is a highly 
viable conservative on television 
talk shows and espouser of right- 
wing causes in a syndicated news- 
paper column. 

Mr. Bush, a self-described con- 
servative, successfully wooed the 



George Bosh 

right in 1988 with anti-abortion 
and no -new- taxes stands. But 


2990 agreement with the 
Democratic-control! ed Congress 
permitting higher taxes. 

Mr. Buchanan, echoing die six 
Democratic presidential conten- 
ders — who may soon be joined 
by New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo — says Mr Bush spends 
too much time on foreign affairs 
and is not minding tbe store at 
home, particularly the s tagnant 
economy. 

Mr. Buchanan's campaign wiD 
start in New Hampshire, where 
voters go to die polls in February 
in the first of a series of state 
contests to name delegates to the 
Republican nominating conven- 
tion in Houston next August 

His challenge follows the 
announcement by David Duke, a 
former Ku Klux KJan and Amer- 
ican Nazi leader, on Wednesday 
that be wiD ran against Mr. Bush 
in all Republican primaries ex- 


many turned agaisnt him after a cept New Hampshire. 


Gary Koops, a Republican Par- 
ty spokesman, said he did not 
believe either challenge would 
stand up. 

“It’s a little hypothetical that 
either Duke or Buchanan wiD 
win delegates,** he told Renters. 

Under the nomination process 
psed by Republicans, the winner 
in most state primaries gets all the 
delegates. Only a few states have 
proportional representation 
where a challenger can get some 
delegates without winning a 
majority of votes. 

Political experts say an even 
greater obstacle for a Republican 
challenger is to get his name 
formally before the no min atin g 
convention so delegates can vote 
for him. 

To do this, a candidate must 
have the support of a majority of 
at least five of the 50 state delega- 
tions — a near impossibility 
against an incumbent president 


who is still well regarded in the 
party. 

Bat experts say the prospect of 
a third-party assault on the presi- 
dent from Mr. Duke — Mr. 
Buchanan has not suggested any 
independent effort — does pose 
serious problems for Mr. Bush. 

A right-wing, third-part effort 
amid tap into disenchanted vo- 
ters fed up with the Washington 
political establishment and dep- 
rive Mir. Bush of conservative 
voters. 

An independent challenge was 
launched in 1968 by segregation- 
ist former Alabama Governor 
George Wallace, who got Dearly 
10 milli on votes nationwide and 
won five deep southern states — 
all states that Mr. Bush won 
easily in 1988. 

Mr. Bash's reelection drive is 
just getting off the ground. He 
named bis top campaign staff on 
Thursday, with Commerce 


Secretary Robert Mosbachcr as 
general chairman heading a 
group of trusted Republican op- 
eratives. 

His formal declaration of can- ' 
didacy will come' in January. 

Mr. Bush, who has his hands : 
full warding off Democratic ' 
charges that he has worsened A 
economic problems throogh inac- ■ 
tion, also is under fie finin' con- - 
serva lives angry over the forced 
departure of Write House Chief ' 
of Staff John Sumura this week. ■ 

Richard Viguerie, a prominent - 
right wing fund-raiser, said Mr. 
Bnsb abandoned conservatives ■' 
when he replaced Mr. Summit - 
with Transportation Secretary ' 
Samuel Skinner, a shrewd politic- 
al operator and former federal 
prosecutor. 

“President Bush sent a mes- 
sage to conservatives fertile plans 
to ignore them and their issues,” 

Mr. Viguerie said. 


Yugoslav army faces deep divisions over strategy, experts say 


By Timothy Heritage 
Reuter 

BELGRADE — After five 
months of fighting in Croatia, tbe 
Yugoslav army feces deep divi- 
sions over strategy which 
threaten to tear it apart, Yugos- 
lav and Western military experts 
say. 

They say hardliners who want 
to grab more Croatian land for 
tbe Republic of Serbia or a new 
Yugoslav state are waging a 
battle with generals who want a 
ceasefire and back a tt em pt s by 
the United Nations to send 
peacekeeping troops. 

Army chiefs fear if fighting 
does not stop, the conflict will 
spread to the Republic of Bosnia- 
Heizegoyina, risking the loss of 
vital military facilities there and 
plunging Yugoslavia into all-out 
civil war. 

“There are divisions in the 
army. There are rogue elements, 
serious rogue elements,” a West- 
ern diplomat said. 

“Some of tbe Croatian and tbe 
Serbian and the JNA (army) 
forces are not under the control 
of the centre,*' European Com- 
munity envoy Lord Carrington' 
said on a recent visit. 

A fierce assault on the Croa- 


tian port of Dubrovnik on Friday 
fed speculation that rifts are 
widening. 

Tbe army has ordered soldiers 
not to fire first and says it sup- 
ports peace moves. It denied re- 
sponsibility for the attack. 

EC monitors in Croatia said 
the mDitray bad expressed regret 
and would launch an investiga- 
tion, prompting suggestions that 
local commanders had carried out 
tbe attack without any order from 
army leaders in Belgrade. 

Some army chiefs say the milit- 
ary has achieved its aims in 
Croatia, where it Is backing Serbs 
who rose up against the republic's 
declaration of independence from 
Yugoslavia in Jane. 

“The war goals have been 
accomplished. Tbe majority of. 
Serbs in the administrative part of 
Croatia are protected and now it 
is up to the political leaden to 
find a peaceful solution,” Serbian 
Defence Minis ter Tomislav Simo- 
vic said. 

He and other army leaders say 
they have no intention of trying 
to seize territory in Croatia and 
that the army has acted only to 
protect Sorbs in tbe republic. 

Diplomats say tbe army has 
control of about one third of 
Croatia, including most areas 


where Serbs are in the majority. 

But some local commanders 
appear to want to fight on. They 
are driven by memories of a 
massacre of Serbs, Jews and Gyp- 
sies in the Fascist state set up in 
Croatia in World War n. 

“We wiD not let the Serbian 
people be led to the slaughter- 
houses again, ’’ said Zeljko Razn- 
jatovic-Arkan, who commands 
Serbian volunteers in one part of 
eastern Croatia. 

“If they (the Croats) do not 
realise that, we will have to go to 
Zagreb and completely defeat 
them militarily .** 

Some analysts say rifts are also 
growing between the army lead- 
ership and Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic. 

They say that although the 
army has long been dominated by 
Serbs, Mr. Milosevic wants to 
make it a purely Serbian force 
and draw Serbs in Bosnia into tbe 
conflict. The army opposes this. 

“The main strategic problem is 
Bosnia because uncertain events 
there could harm the army more 
than anything else,” said Milos 
Vasic, military commentator for 
the magazine Vreme. 

“Bosnia is the key to the whole 
'Yugoslav territory and Milosevic 
has fallen out of step with the 
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army.” 

Yugoslav Defence Minister 
General Veljko Kadijevic says 
tbe army has undergone a trans- 
formation since fighting started. 

Few recruits remain from 
Slovenia, Croatia. Macedonia 
and Bosnia. Diplomats say the 


WONTENEG 
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already large numbers of men 
avoiding tire draft would increase 
and the army could break up if 
fightin g spread to Bosnia. 

Tbe army which long defended 
communism in Yugoslavia has 
had to find itself a new identity 
and change its tactics. 


“We bad to make as complete 
transformation of the army and 
its doctrine... under a strong wind 
of nationalistic and other internal 
divisions, it was inevitable that 
internal divisions would be felt 
within the JNA too," Mr. 
Kadijevic said in an interview in 
the magazine Narodna Ararija 
ihit month. 

Mr. Vasic and other commen- 
tators say the - army has no 
strategy and has made many 
wrong moves such as besieging 
the eastern Croatian town of 
Vnkovar for three months 
although it had little or no 
strategic value. 

European Community moni- 
tors in Croatia went farther, 
accusing the army of destroying 
villages and indiscriminately tell- 
ing civilians. The army rejected 
the charges. 

Despite outnumbering and out- 
gunning Croatian forces, the 
army shows no sign of being able 
to bring fighting to an end, even if 
it wants to. 

“The Croats have the advan- 
tage of being forced together and 
defending their homes. That's a 
big dif fe rence from- the army, 
where many people have avoided 
tiie Tfraft,” Mr. Vasic said. 


Cohesion, co-decision, competence — a guide to summit jargon 


MAASTRICHT (R) Much of 
the debate at tire European Com- 
munity summit on Monday and 
Tuesday will be conducted in the 
EC’s obscure jargon. 

Here is a glossary of words and 
abbreviations which have taken 
on special meanings during the 
negotiations: 

Chapeau — Tbe preamble to 
die treaty, officially called the 
common provisions. Sitting on 
top of the whole treaty, it is 
therefore tbe “chapeau.” French 
for “hat." This section of the 
treaty establishes a new Euro- 
pean union, which covers the 
community and areas in which its 
12 members plan to cooperate. 

CFSP — Common Foreign and 


Security Policy. One section of 
the treaty sets up new rules for 
the 12 EC states to cooperate in 
foreign and security policy and 
undertake joint actions. 

Co-dedskm — The term used 
for giving tbe European Parlia- 
ment more say in passing EC 
legislation. The proposed new 
powers stop short of giving tbe 
parliament rights equal to those 
of the EC gove rnm ents. For that 
reasons, Britain confusingly pre- 
fers to talk about the new “nega- 
tive asset procedure” (veto for 
short). Others speak simply of 
189B, the treaty article estab- 
lishing the new powers. 

Cohesion — Shorthand for 
transfers of resources from richer 


parts of the community to poorer 
regions. Spain is threatening to 
block the treaty unless guarantees 
of* a fairer share of EC resources 
are written into the text. 

Competence — The term for 
policy areas in which the treaty 
gives the community tbe right to 
act. The proposed treaty intro- 
duces some new competences, for 
example public health and cul- 
ture, and extends tbe ECs role 
'in others, such as social policy. 

Convergence — The process of 
bringing die performance of tbe 
12 EC economies closer together. 
Moving to a single EC currency 
depends on at least seven coun- 
tries passing the convergence 
test. 


ECB — The European Central 
Bank, which wiD take over con- 
trol of monetary policy when a 
single currency is established in 
the final stage of monetary union. 
The 12 national central bank gov- 
ernors, who wiU have to be inde- 
pendent from their governments, 
will each have a seat on the EC 
governing board. 

EMI — Tbe European Monet- 
ary Institute. This body will be set 
up on Jan. 1, 1994, at the start of 
the second, transitional stage of 
monetary union. Its duties will 
indude monitoring tbe European 
monetary system and preparing 
tbe final stage of monetary union. 
It will then be replaced by the 
ECB. 


PiDar — A section of the trea- 
ty. There are three pillars: the 
rules governing die European 
Community itself, Cooperation* 
among the 12 EC states on Fore- 
ign Policy (CFSP) and coopera- 
tion cm police and judicial affairs. 

QMV — Qualified Majority 
Voting, the voting system used by 
the 12 EC governments as an 
alternative to unanimity. Each 
country has a number of votes 
determined by its size. Germany, 
Britain, France and Italy have 10 
each, Spain eight, Belgium, 
Greece, Netherlands and Portug- 
al five each, Denmark and Ire- 
land three each and Luxembourg 
two. A qualified majority is 54 
votes out of a total of 76. 


Subsidiarity — The principle, 
enthusiastically backed by Britain 
and Germany , that die EC should 
act only when it would be more 
effective than the 12 national 
governments acting individually. 
This principle is- written into the 
treaty explicitly for the first time. 

Temple — A description oftbe 
shape of die proposed treaty, 
because it is made up of pfllara. 

Tree — The shape which some 
countries who favour more rapid 
integration wanted the treaty to 
have. A tree would have only one 
trank, the European Community 
itself, without inter-governmental 
cooperation on foreign and secur- 
ity policy and judicial ami police 
matters. 


Pearl Harbour attack 
marked end of U.S. isolation 


By Deborah Zabarenfco 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The bombs 
that dropped on Pearl Harbour 
50 years ago destroyed U.S. isola- 
tion along with U.S. battleships, 
and pushed die United States into 
its role as policeman of the world. 

In less than two boors on the 
moniing of Dec. 7, 1941, tbe 
United States changed from a 
nation that saw little stake in a 
faraway war to one geared to 
avenge the only attack on its 
territory by a modern foreign 
power. 

The d amag e Japanese bombers 
did at Pearl Habour’s battleship 
row — 2,403 U.S. personnel kil- 
led, 1,178 wounded, 320 aircraft 
destroyed or damaged, three bat- 
tleships sunk, one capsized and 
five others damaged — was une- 
qualled in U.S. history. 

But the Japanese naval com- 
mander at the time accurately 
foretold the U.S. response the 
bombing would rnilwwh 
“I fear we have only awakened 
a sleeping giant,” said Admiral 
Isoroku Yamamoto, “and filled 
him with a terrible resolve.” 
Pearl Harbour is one of the 
moments that become touch- 
stones for American policy, 
according to Carol Gluck, a Col- 
umbia University expert on U.S.- 
Japanese relations. 


'There is no doubt that Pearl 
Harbour did propel tbe United 
States out of its isolation and it 
has not returned to it anm and 
never wiD be able to,” Mr. Gluck 
said in an interview. 

Pearl Harbour changed tbe 
U.S. vision of itself almost over- 
night, and the very words “Pearl 
Harbour” became slang for tbe 
ennning sneak attack. 

It “burned into tbe psyche of 
Americans a vow never again to 
be caught off guard,*' wrote 
Richard Halloran, a director of 
the Honohiln-based East-West 
Centre Research Institute. 

President Franklin Roosevelt 
called it a “date that will live in 
infamy” in a six-minute address 
to Congress on tbe day after tbe 
attack, inspiring legislators to 
pass a declaration of war exactly 
33 minutes later. 

His speech took care to men- 
tion that the Japanese had also 
attacked China, Hong Kong, 
Malaya and the Philippines, a 
move to link U.S. fortunes to the 
international community. ■ 

It was a hard case to seU to the 
American people, many of whom 
were still recovering fr om the 
great depression and saw little 
use in becoming embroiled in an 
international conflict. 

To do it. President Roosevelt 
used a proven publicity technique 
that he had developed, a pre- 


sidential fireside chat on Dec. 9, 
1941. 

“There is no such thing as 
security for any nation — or any 
individual — in a world ruled by 
tbe principles of gangsterism,” be 
told the nation in a radio broad- 
cast. 

“We have learned that our 
ocean-girt hemisphere is not im- 
mune from severe attack — that 
we cannot m e asure our safety in 
terms of miles on any map any 
more.” 

Pnsident Roosevelt went on to 
describe a collaboration between 
Japan and Nazi Germany to turn 
the world into “one gigantic bat- 
tlefield'' and he warned that all 
Americans would have to be 
ready for the fight. 

Washington had been con- 
cerned about Japanese expansion 
into Asia throughout the 1930s, 
and imposed economic sanctions 
a g a ins t Japan in August 1940. 

President Roosevelt readily 
acknowledged that delaying U.S. 
entry into the war had allowed 
stockpiles grow, giving a 
strong base for wartime produc- 
tion. 

“Tbe all-out mobilisation for 
war that followed the attack lifted 
American capitalism out of the 
lingering depression, and simul- 
taneously established the basic 
contours of the post-war s tate ,” 
wrote John Dower, a professor of 


Japanese bistory at Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

President Roosevelt stressed 
the villainous nature of the Axis 
powers and the U.S. responsibil- 
ity to combat them in the same 
kind of language that has been 
used by other presidents to rally 
support for U.S. conflicts in 
Korea, Vietnam and the Gulf. 

“Powerful and resourceful 
gangsters have banded together 
to make war upon the whole 
human race,” President 
Roosevelt said. “Their challenge 
has now been flung at die United 
States of America. The Japanese 
have treacherously violated the 
long-standing peace between us. 

“We are now fighting to main- 
tain out right to live among our 
world neighbours in freedom and 
common decency, without fear of 
assault.'* 

The fact that Japan attacked 
U.S. territory first was seen as a 
key factor in getting the United 
States into the war, argues histo- 
rian Ronald Spectra. 

“In American popular mem- 
ory... the United States is usually 
seen as being forced into war by 
tiie unexpected and dastardly 
deed of some malevolent foreign 
power," said Mr. Specter, profes- 
sor of history at George Washing- 
ton University. 


LETTER 

Trust the customer! 


To the Editor: 

From a marketer’s point of view we still seem to be quite far from 
implementing the motto: “Tbe consumer is always right even if be 
or she is wrong.” -- -»■ 

“Sold products can not be returned or exchanged” is -a 
statement I have seen in many shops and typed on many receipts; 
this policy has several negative aspects which salespeople do riot 
seem to know or purposefully neglect. This simple but critical 
statement indicates the short-sightedness of some sellers who still 
seem to implement the selling concept which aims at achieving 

profits through the volume of salesman old philosophy w hich has 

been replaced by tbe modem marketing concept which aims at 
achieving profits through ga min g the satisfaction of consumers. 

The implementation of the above mentioned, widely-spread 
state ment ind icates the extent to which sellers take advantage of 
their customers and neglect their rights. Trusting tbe customer is 
vital for one simple reason: to gain their long-term co mmitm ent 
and loyalty, especially in a competitive market such as the one In 
Jordan. 

I think that it is about time that we build a certain degree of- 
awareness and confidence between our consumers and sellers and - 
maybe then the statement win be dropped off our receipts, wfaick 
wiD be to the benefit of both consumers and sellers. : v « 

Rhonda Marwan - 

P.O. Box ]31&i 
Amman, Jordan. : 

Tbe Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters in tended for 
pubUcation, however , should contain tbe writer’s full name and- 
prefenably address as welL Names can be withheld onhinxm 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. Tbe newspaper is not respoushfe for the return of mused 
manuscripts, ..•••. .j. ;. 
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Le livre de notes — a 
message of love and peace 


Observations of a traveller in the U.S. 


V- • . By Ndty lama 

, . AMMAN— “1-cBvrede Dotes,” a col- 
A oer&l bouquet of poetry, music 
? :• sad songs, witt be performed at tbe 
JT jRflyal Cultural Centre on 
^ Wednesday,. Dec. 11, 1991. It 
T^Aymrmsrwitfa multi-national col- 
^^onis 'and exotic aromas from 
^ around tbe globe... both pleasing 
and sad, pleading and hopeful.. . 
A to detiyeir. a message of goodwill, 
Jt a: message of peace and love, 
tolerance among the nations. 

. And. for such an event, five 
^ ladies with as varied a back- 
^ ground as possible meet on the 
A common ground of breaking tbe 
barriers of racism, war, intoler- 
\ ance, to teach an understanding 
■ among all men by tapping the 
spiritual in them... the fibre of 
tneir hearts!” 

In this performance, Mona 
Latif Ghattas, Egyptian by birth 
jmd creed, a poet and producer 
tCSjow living in Montreal, Canada, 
' . rircmnambulates the world. In 
small, erratic passages of poetry, 
she travels from country to coun- 
try, from one civilisation to 
. another and walks among the 
% different people, 
le She is accompanied by songs 
Ms and music from around the 
Jn world. She depicts a variety of 
local scenes wherever she goes, 
^ sweeping through Germanic 
' 4 palaces, the coffee fields of Bra- 
fei zil, the African jungle, and on to 
ta Armenia, Moscow, Spain, 
France, Italy, Japan, Palestine 
and tbe Amerindians, 
r* She floats around the pages of 
1 time, assenting the music and 
^ colour of the era, recreating 
^ atmospheres and (daces, from 
* : ancient Greece and die gods of 
Olympus to dancing queens in 
• Germanic palaces, and from 
there moves on to the songs of 
pain and death of Armenian 
xk folks. Geady, she evokes die pain 
me and fight for survival of the many 
dj'i peoples of the world. And gently 
tp she ends with a note of love and 
tolerance. 

al E Her tender voice engulfs you in 
es, : a blanket of warmth and emotion 
dial transcends time and place. It 
iflc reaches the depth of one's being. 

Tbe variety of nations and 
£ nationalities fades beneath the 
jj,- singleness of man’s universal na- 
Trf. We. 

;s Mona Latif Ghattas has experi- 
m enced, firsthand, the rejection 
^ that emigrating races face on 
arrival to the new land: die loneli- 
ness, the lack of acceptance, tbe 


She was brought np in the 
Fran co-Arab culture of (pre- 
nationalised) Egypt, daughter of 
an industrialist whose creativity 
far-sightedness contributed 
*o Ws great success. This did not 
diminish his spiritual and artistic 
gifts (he painted and sculpted) 
nor his nationalistic love for 
Egypt- Mona was privileged to 
hs-vc a sophisticated upbringing 
that had no room for prejudices. 
Her father was her ideal. As a 
child, she stood reciting in front 
of the mirror the national 
speeches that he prepared for his 
election to parliament. 

In spite of her living among the 
advantaged and the diplomatic 
circle, 'Mona focused on and 
worked among the poor of Char- 
abeya. She felt at home among all 
sorts of people and that was at the 
root of her believe in universality, 
in tbe inner man. 

After the death of her father, 
she moved on into the world of 
writing and Teating as if to pro- 
long the existence of that wonder- 
ful man. 

Her book “Nicholas, fils du 
Nil" is an ode to her father, and 
to Egypt “When I left Egypt, I 
carried within me the pain of 
parting with it." 

“Les chants du karawan," her 
next book, dealt with ail tbe 
suffering in the world. “The boat- 
peoples of Cambodia — from a 
thousand of them, only 20 ar- 
rived..." she explains “so I wrote 
the poem *the red boats’." 

Tbe karawan is the oriental 
singing bird. To Mona, “the 
orient of the heart" is that inner- 
most part of one’s being that bears 
all that is noble within the human 
being. It is through that orienta- 
tion that beings of different cul- 
tures meet and interact. 

She speak also of the Nubians, 
who had to depart from their 
lands as they were engulfed by 
die rising waters. “They waited to 
the last moment before quitting. 
When the boat people refused to 
take along die (fog of an old man, 
he chose to remain there and face 
the deluge." Mona relates: “I 
made a boat trip over tbe sunken 
Nubia, saw its houses beneath the 
waters of the Nile. It dishevelled 
my innermost feelings and I ex- 
pressed it in a collection of frag- 
ments of poetry ‘Quarante voiles 
pour un exil*.” 

“Le double compte de l’exil” is 
another book that deals with two 
cultures. A refugee arriving in 
Montreal is hidden by an Amer- 
indian. They both have found 


Arabs confident of tackling substance 

(Conttaned from page 1) is a joint delegation. Once die panic 


. three separate entrances to the nego- 
V s - tiaiiag rooajs but separated inside 
C£ft into four rooms. 

“We went through tbe procedure 
ET as we eoroioiied ft. A member of the 
Jordanian delegation sat with die 
gfi . Palestinians in their room, and a 
. delegate from die Palestinians sat 
with us," a Jordanian delegate told 
tbe Jordan Times. 

! f- Initial agreements between the 
ip Palestinians and Jordanians on the 
separation of delegations included an 
pgr arrangement by which one Jordanian 
-3 would sit in with Palestinian nego- 
baton and vice-versa so (bar ooor- 

• (filiation would be maintained at all 
otf times. 

# Yet Jordanians and Palestinian de- 
&i*5 legates have also ind icat e d that that 
dp percentage is not exclusively binding 

and that it ooukl change according to 
the subject of negotiations and its 
— applicability to the interests of one 
side or another. 

Although everything seemed in 
order on Dec. 4, the Israelis had not 
yet arrived in town and the rooms had 
-> not beta inspected by their advance 
team and the arrangements, although 
■ agreed upon with the Americans, 
s •! were not yet finalised with tbe 
1 1 Israelis. 

On Sunday, the Israeli advance 
team, on an inspection tour of the 
rooms, noticed the extra room for the 
Pales tinians and immediately Ob- 
jected to the separation between 
^’Palestinians and Jordanians and de- 
manded that they meet until Israeli 
itf*’- negotiators as a joint del e ga t ion in 
one room. 

r f 1 Members of the Jordanian delega- 
tkm see this latest move by tbe 
^ F Israelis as a new “delaying tactic" and 
; ^ yet another effort to “strip the talks 
‘ g of substance ," but they are confident 
^ that the Israefi-crcaied obstacles can 
be overcome. 

^ Contacts to solve the problem of 
, “separation" before the talks resume 

I tomorrow have not succeeded, and 

II .y the two aides are expected to tackle it 
'Y*'{ early on to morrow. “Eventually," an 

observer dose to both Arabs and 
Israelis agreed, “it will be up to the 
Americans to decide, and tbe parties 
wiO have to go along." 

In her briefing to the press yester- 
j] day. State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwfler said there would 
only be (me room available for tbe 


’ “As far as tbe terms of reference, 
that is a joint delegation and they 
.^would be coming here in a joint 
delegation, and whatever tbe parties 
l meeting workout betw e e n themselves 
wfb e ntir e ly their business," Ms- Tut- 
^ wder told reporters. 

, “It is one room," she insisted, 
rfi'*;. “We have not been asked to medi- 
^ ate on that issue,’’ the spokeswoman 
>said in the briefing, which was domm- 
h t? ated by events in tbe Soviet Union, 
itf. ii“We are aware of tbe parties’ views 
i-T^iou that issue. Everyone agreed on the 
terms of refe re nce and the refe re nce 


is a joint delegation. Once the parties 
are in the negotiating sites they can 
decide to discuss the weather, they 
can decide to discuss substance, ft is 
all np to them." 

Elyakim Rubinstein, who heads 
Israel’s team to the talks, said the 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian detega- ■ 
tion could break up into subcommit- 
tees to deal with different issues — 
some relating to Palestinians and 
some to Jordanians. Israel also insists 
Hut even on the sub-committees that 
there be both Jordanian- and Palesti- 
nian representation, albeit nor equal . 

An ofiiciai reaction to Ms. Tutwtf- 
er’s statement was not immediately 
available by either the Jordanian or 
Palestinian teams. However, a mem- 
ber of the Jordanian delegation indi- 
cated privately that a way to break 
the deadlock could be to bold sepa- 
rate meetings in the same room at 
different times with the Jordanians 
and the Palestinians. 

The following is the list of the 
Israeli delegations to the talks in 
Washington. 

Delegation to the talks until Syria: 

— Yosef Ben- Aharon, David Afek, 
Ekutiel Mor, Yigal Cannon, David 
Komblut, Yosef Ohnert, Avraham 
Lif and Benjamin Rubin. 

Delegation to the talks with Leba- 
non: 

— Joseph Hadass, Uri Lubram, 
David Saltan, Yeboyada Haim, 
Reuven Erikb, Alan Baker, Hovsv 
Shapiro, Yitzhak Levanon, Yosef 
Humbler and Mosbe Marti. 

Delegation to the joint Jordanian / 
Palestinian delegation: 

— Elyakim Rubinstein, Eitan 
Benlsur, 7-«br»a« Sboval, Robby 
Sabd, Sattai Meridor, Dan Roth- 
schild, Eliafan Avidan, Yossi Gal. 
Amos Gilad, Nadav Anner, Arieh 
Zohar, Aviva Ben-Yesha, Nachman 
Tal and Dov Shefi. 

George Hawatmch, Nenneen Murad 
and Gbadeer Taber contributed to 
this story. 

Shamir 

(Continued from page 1) 

opposition to an overall split of 
tbe Jordanian-Palestinian nego- 
tiations, saying it could seriously 
“harm" the peace process. 

“It could endanger the talks. I 
don’t think it will happen. There 
can be no disagreements here. 
There is a formal agreement be- 
tween Israel and the United 
States," he said. 

He said proposed self-rule for 
Palestinians under Israeli occupa- 
tion would not mean Arab con- 
trol over Jewish settlements. 

“The Jewish settlements will 
not be subject to any non-Israeli 
authority, nor will they be depen- 
dent on such an authority for 
anything,” he said. 


difficulty in being accepted, in 
integrating. It is on that ground 
that they meet. When he is found 
an exiled, she packs her bags and 
lives in an Indian reservation. She 
is a reenactment of Mona herself 
who lived the rejection and rac- 
ism in question. 

Her book “Les voix du jour et 
de ia nuit” is a trip into the heart 
of Egypt, memories of faces and 
events, or “Sit el kul" the symbol 
of Egypt. 

And finally, “La triste beaute 
du monde" is an amassing of 10 
years of poetry written as a reac- 
tion to current events. “The 
songs of fear and survival'’ fol- 
lowed the Gulf war and the 
Moody events of Peking. “The 
songs of love and melancholy” 
follow. “The songs of genesis and 
the future" are based on a reac- 
tion to sculptor and contempor- 
ary musicians. 

In her writing, be it novels or 
poetry, one can feel a continuous 
sense of nostalgia, a sense of the 
lost homeland. “No country re- 
mains the same as time passes. So 
everyone loses the country of his 
childhood. One feds sad that his 
children cannot experience the 
charm of past moments,” Mona 
explains. 

In the stage performance, 
Mona recites her verses in 
French, while Natalie Choquette, 
a soprano coloratura, Elise 
Boucher, alto, and Sylva Balassa- 
ttian, pianist, perform relevant 
music and songs, wearing cos- 
tumes designed by Anne Rossig- 
nol. 

Natalie Choquette was born 
in Tokyo of Canadian parents. 
She made her musical studies in 
Moscow and then at the universi- 
ty of Montreal. Her voice has a 
texture that can touch deep into 
the heart. 

Elise Boucher de Gonzague 
was bom in Quebec of Amerin- 
dian and French parents, their 
lineage goes back to Spain and 
Ireland; a family of musicians 
that enabled her to study quite 
early in her life, singing, piano 
playing and dance. She is a dis- 
tinguished author-composer- 
peifonner. She had made many 
presentations for radio and televi- 
sion. She held workshops on the 
performing arts in France. She 
took part in a jazz vocal quartet 
among other vocal ensembles 
that she joined. She arranged the 
vocalisations for a trio of two 
voices and a harp. She sang as 
soloist in works for “symphony, 
choir and soloists" which she 
interpreted in Switzerland, 
France and Canada. It was dif- 
fused internationally in all Fran- 
cophone countries. 

The warm texture of her voice' 
and the accuracy of her tone 
allow her to manipulate and cre- 
ate a variety of musical atmos- 
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pheres. 

Both singers ring in 12 different 
languages, among which is Ara- 
bic. 

Sylva Balassanian, a Lebanese 
Armenian, left for Paris early in 
her life and studied music at the 
£cole Norm ale de Musique de 
Paris. She was awarded the first 
prize of piano performance. She 
gave many recitals in houses of 
culture in Paris before emigrating 
to Canada. Her opening perform- 
ance in North America was at tbe 
United Nations in New York in 
1987. Since then she has been 
teaching at tbe University of 
Quebec in Montreal. Her per- 
forming style on tbe piano bears 
the tones and accents of her 
Armenian origin. Her originality 
comes from the colours that she 
paints the miscellaneous works 
with. 

Anne Rossignol was bom in 
France but lived in Amerindian 
territories. She is a painter, de- 
corator and costume designer. 
She taught courses at the Uni- 
versity of Quebec, Montreal, and 
has dressed many acting celebri- 
ties in Quebec. Her style is 
marked by the purity of her lines 
and the mysticism in her artistic 
conception. She conceives her 
costumes and scene designs in 
dried relationship with the fluid- 
ity of movement on the scene. 
Tins is why one feels a sense of 
refinement and elegance around i 
the stage. 

Together, the ladies form a , 
wonderful team. Tbe multiplicity of 
their backgrounds makes them 
open-minded and understanding. 
They see beauty in complexity 1 
and yet they seek that which is 
common to all men. 

In the performance, Mona 
Latif Ghattas’ warm voice, her 
fluid text and tbe music inter- 
pretation, manage to smoothen 
out of discrepancies among the 
nations, discrepancies created by 
events, like the Gulf war, where 
poets were tom and could not 
-form an opinion. 

“We want to conquer war 
through music, poetry and art. 
We want to deliver a message of 
peace, love and tolerance." 


By Pascal B. Kanny 

IN my previous article (Jordan 
Times, Oct. 14, 1991) general 
observations were made about' 
some of the Arabs and Palesti- 
nian immigrants in the U.S. In 
addition, I have recorded in my 
diary some matters which nor- 
mally draw the attention of a 
person who travels for the first 
time to the U.S., and particularly 
to California, which has the 
largest state population and is 
third largest in area in the U.S. 

After visiting New York (Sta- 
tue of Liberty, Empire State 
Building) we enjoyed staying in 
Staten Island wtuen is a borough 
of New York, lying south-east of 
it. In Staten Island, with its 
streets lined on both sides with 
green trees and its relatively 
quiet sea shore, a person smells a 1 
purer air and enjoys a relaxing 
and quieter life than the hubub 
and pollution of New York 
streets. 

In California, the first thing 
which draws one’s attention is the 
feet that all houses are made of 
wood, both inside and oat- 
side. They are unlike tbe houses 
built in the suburbs of the Euro- 
pean cities or in the countryside 
like, for instance, in Britain, 
France or Belgium. Moreover, 
the first (ground) floor of the 
bouses is not protected at all by 
iron bars fixed on the windows or ! 
by shutters or tbe like; there are 
only wide and high sliding win- 
dow panes. It is thus fairly easy 
indeed for a thief to break the 
window panes, get in and steal, as 
very often happens. 

The reason, however, for con- 
structing wooden and not stone 
bouses and installing only framed 
window panes is because of the 
occurrence of earthquakes. In the 
event of an earthquake tbe harm 
done by the felling wood is likely 
to be less than that done by 
stones and easier to remove later. 
It is also easier to break or more 
the sliding window panes and run 
out of the bouse than being faced 
with iron bars or with shutters. 
After long periods of time the 
housca need to be fumigated 
against woodworm. Fumigation is 
earned oat by specialists. 

Almost all the main cities and 
towns of California are of Spanish 


origin (Sacramento, San Francis- 
co, Los Angeles, Pasadena, San 
Diego, Santa Barbara). It may be 
remembered that California was 
a Spanish colony. In 1822 tbe 


inhabitants changed their alle- 
giance from Spam to the New 
Mexican Congress. In 1846 the 
settlers revolted against Mexico 
and declared the independent 
Republic of California but a few 
months later and as a result of the 
Mexican-United States war, Cali- 
fornia was occupied by the U.S. 
forces and later admitted to the 
Union. 

In watching some of the Amer- 
ican television channels I was 
stm^ by what I venture to describe as 
“religious charlatanism.” A so- 
called preacher appears on the 
screen as a member of a certain 
church and walks in the studio 
with vigorous strides to the right 
and left while preaching about Chri- 
stian refigfcm or faith for about half 
an hour or so. Then be pretends to 
perform miracles. Indeed, im- 
mediately, two or three persons 
appear on the screen allegedly 
suffering from some kind of dis- 
ease, then they Tall on their backs 
while other persons behind them 
raise them up, and io: the 
preacher announces with glee 


that they are healed of their 
disease, what appears to be wore 
ludicrous is the fact that the 
preacher tells the television view- 
ers to put their hands on the 
television screen so that they will 
be healed of the diseases from 
which they suffer. Eventually the 
channel announces the telephone 
number of die preacher’s church 
for the purpose of obtaining pam- 
phlets or for contributing to it. 

Honestly, preachers on the 
television often appear to be 
more like actors rather than 
Christian sedate preachers. Juda- 
ism or rather Zionism bas deeply 
permeated through some U.S. 
Christian sects to the extent that 
very often their preachers sound 
to be delivering sermons on Juda- 
ism rather than on the true and 
pure Christian faith. 

Another matter which attracts 
one’s attention m southern Cali- 
fornia is the lack or non-accessi- 
bility of public transportation. If 
a person wants to go, for exam- 
ple, from Garden Grove to San 
Cl emente or to Dina Point he can 
find no means of transportation 
to take him there. One has to 
have his own private car or to ask 
a friend or a relative to take him 
to his destination. That means old 


people who have no private car or 
cannot drive one wHJ have to stay 
at home all days. Taxis are of 
course available but they are ex- 
pensive. By contrast, in Europe, 
in a given area, means of trans- 
portation are more easily avail- 
able or accessible. However, 
transportation between states is 
available either by train or by bus 
or by aeroplane. 

Another observation is this. 
Salespeople in the shopping cen- 
tres are very courteous, pleasant 
and patient with customers. Even 
more interesting is the fact that 
you can buy for example a suit or 
a tuxedo from a shopping centre 
and return it the following day or 
after some weeks, although you 
may have used it in the mean- 
time, provided of course you pro- 
duce the relevant receipt. Many 
people take advantage of this 
practice and even abuse it some- 
times. Consequently, some shop- 
ping centres announce in advance 
to the shoppers that no return of 
goods will be accepted. 

Pascal B. Karmy was a lawyer in 
Palestine up to tbe end of the 
Mandate in 1948 and legal adviser 
in UNRWA headquarters in 
Beirut and Vienna. 



Intensive Computer Trainmg Courses 

INFORMATICS IS pleased to announce the starting of 
our intensive training programme in the following computer 
areas:- 

1. Word Processing, using IBM’s DWA software (display write II) 

2. AUTOCAD Drawing the attention to the completion of the^ 
development of the secretarial (office management) program- 
me. 

3. LOTUS 12 3 (Explore the magic of it!) 

For more Information, please don’t hesitate to call us 
at 686945 

Season's greetings - Management 


HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

THE ARAB POTASH COMPANY LIMITED 

DIKE RAISING 
CONTRACT NO. APC/43/91 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman. Jordan intends to raise the dikes to 
compensate for the build-up of salt in the evaporation pans. The required works are 
located in the Potash Projects Area on the southern end of the Dead Sea, about 230 km 
north of the port of Aqaba and 200 km south of Amman. 

For this contract, only firms and joint ventures (consortia) who have been pre-qualified will 
be invited to tender. It is presently anticipated that Tender Documents will be issued to 
pre-qualified applicants in February 1992, and tenders will be submitted in April 1992. The 
work required under this contract is as follows: 

CONTRACT APC/43/91 - DIKE RAISING 

Raising 34 km of dike and canal embankments by about 2 metres, using 1 .7 million cubic 
metres of zoned earth fill. . . 

Applicants wishing to be pre-qualified and invited to tender for this contract may collect 
the pre-qualification document, which contains further information, from the following: 

Arab Potash Company 
P.O.Box 1470 
Amman — Jordan 

Tbe ckishag date for receipt of completed pre-qualification d ocum e n t s is January 20, 1992. 

AY. Ensour 

Managing Director 

The Arab Potash Co, Ltd, 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 




i CROWN i 

INT’L EST. i 
jj Packing, shipping, m 

■ forwarding, storage, B 

| clearing, door-to-door m 
M service i 

^Air^e^n^^nc^* 

■ Tel: 664090 V 
I Fax: 690852 m 
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/ CHENS s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 018214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


f 4 Rent & Sale 1 

* Many villas and apa r tments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available tor sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 

[P^\ real estate 
LEi “R” 

us 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 


D 



lei. 010605, 810609, 
.Fax: 810520. 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


DELUXE & SUPER DELUXE 

APARTMENTS VILLAS 
i SEMI VILLAS 

I 

GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 1 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

jtJpr/i A ft.w-/ l:Mi 

Takt away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hole! / 

[t5l~661922. Amrnanl 

Cnee Tasted /w' 
i Always Loved rd 



Silver & Chocolates 

Abdoun Circle 
Tel: 823000 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film a( 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sizm 30 % larger 

• Free Metal Frame 

13 x 18 cun 

Shmeisani - Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
12*0-15:00 & 1830-23-30 

Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
' Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


ThvRBgencyPdoce Hold 


L^89Y LOUNGE 


DAILY PIANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P O Bo- 9J03 - Fax 602^34 
Tele- 23888 DARQTl JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

Fur ttiwrrvaUt •«. JcM Anwitiii 
Tltir.1 1 tr, ir it !. fi/.’Wi - n/Mtnl 
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Europeans worry about soccer 
World Cup fixture schedule 


NEW YORK (R) — European 
teams began planning their 1994 
World Cup campaigns Monday, 
many of them more worried ab- 
out fitting games into their sche- 
dule than about the quality of 
their opponents. 

Worst hit by Sunday’s qual- 
ifying draw were third seeds 
Spain, who had the bad luck to 
land in the only seven-nation 
group, involving them in 12 
games before the Nov. 17, 1993 
deadline. 

They have to meet Ireland, 
Denmark, Northern Ireland, 
Albania, Latvia and Lithuania 
twice each in their hunt for a top 
two group place to ensure their 
presence in the 1994 finals in the 
United States. 

National trainer Vicente Meira 
was scratching his head sadly 
after the draw. “This seven-team 
group is going to be too long," he 
said. 

“I can’t see how we will be able 
to fit in all the matches. The 
Baltic countries can't play at all in 
the winter which makes it an even 
bigger problem." 

Spain have a 20-team first divi- 
rion, giving them a crowded 
league season already. 

With the entry of the three 
Baltic countries, Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania, the admission of 
Israel into the European section 
and the World Cup debuts of the 
Faroe Islands and San Marino, 
Europe had a record 37 teams in 
the qualifiers. 

As only 12 will reach the finals, 
the International Football Fed- 


eration (FIFA) introduced six 
and seven team groups for the 
first rime. 

Second seeds England were 
another country not enamoured 
by the uumnnotb programme. 

Manager Graham Taylor, 
whose ride must play 10 matches 
against the Netherlands, Poland, 
Norway, Turkey and San Marino, 
said he did not know how the 
fixture list could be managed. 

England have a 22-team first 
division involved in 42 matches as 
well as two major domestic cup 
competitions and the European 
Club Cups. 

“We’ve studied the programme 
and we can only see nine possible 
dates to play our matches as it 
is," Taylor said. “And if we have 
a bad winter, we will have big 
problems. 

“With bad weather for four or 
five weeks, we would find it 
impossible to finish the program- 
me. 

“It won't be good for the play- 
ers if we arrange matches late 
into the summer as they won't get 
a break. We could arrive in the 
United States with them playing 
for 12 months continuously. 

“They have the equivalent of 
an intense cup match every three 
days. And there is the problem of 
the release of players. Already 
managers and coaches are lan- ■ 
ghing at us when we ask for their 
players." 

Faced with such a crowded 
schedule, many groups may well 
start playing their fixtures during 
the current season for the first 


ti me. 

FIFA has said group matches 
can be played from March 1 
though they may not be held in 
June during the European Cham- 
pionship finals in Sweden. 

Most major nations were re- 
lieved not to have Spain's prob- 
lem of playing 12 matches. 

Italian Federation President 
Antonio Mattarrese said if Italy 
had been drawn in a seven-nation 
group they would have reduced 
the size of their domestic league 
from 18 to 16 teams to solve the 
fixture problem. 

Italy play Scotland, Portugal, 
Switzerland, Malta and Estonia 
in group 1. 

Not everybody was unhappy, 
however. French, team boss 
Michel Platini, whose side is un- 
beaten in almost three years, was 
confident bis team would come 
safely through a group also com- 
prising Austria, Sweden, Bulgar- 
ia, Finland and Israel. 

“There are much tougher 
groups than ours," he said. “Italy 
have a much harder group than 
we do and can’t afford any mis- 
takes. 

“England and Spain are in diffi- * 
cult groups as welf But I think we 
should get through without too 
many problems." 

South American teams also i 
have larger groups than usual 
with Brazil feeing eight matches 
against Uruguay, Ecuador, Boli- 
via and Venezuela. 

The Brazilians, three times 
world champions and the only 
country never to have lost a 


World Cup qualifier, have never 
before had to play more than six 
matches to reach the finals. 

But they should not have too 
much difficulty finishing in the 
top two and reaching the finals. 

Two nations not worrying ab- 
out scheduling were world cham- 
pions Germany and hosts the 
United States, who both receive 
automatic entries into the 24- 
team finals. 

. Cups holders Germany wfere 
Sunday made 11-2 favourites to 
win tire 1994 World Cup follow- 
ing die qualifying draw in New 
York. 

A London bookmaker rated 
Argentina and Brazil as 8-1 joint 
second favourites, with Italy 9-1, 
and England, France and the 
Netherlands at 14-1. 

The Faroe Islands were quoted 
at 10,000-1 while rank outsiders 
were Sao Tome and Principe, tiny 
islands off the west coast of Afri- 
c a, at 20,000-1. 

FIFA Saturday barred Yugos- 
lavia from playing international 
matches, including World Cup 
qualifiers, on borne soil while its 
in terna l troubles continue. 

FIFA’s Executive Committee 
took the decision in New York on 
the eve of the chaw for the 
qualifying rounds of the 1994 
World Cup. 

FIFA General Secretary Sepp 
Blatter said the European Foot- - 
ball Union (UEFA) had already 
ruled out European dub and 
national matches in Yugoslavia 
because of the civil war and that 
the world body would extend the 
ban. 


AC Milan is absent from Europe Flu makes 
but remains team to beat at home Becker 

LONDON (R) — AC Milan’s defender Giovanni Frandni said Spanish champions Barcelona. QOUbtllJI 
European rivals may be excused a afterwards: who play at Benfica Wednesday 

few sighs of relief that the Italian _ “I had more difficulty produc- in their Group B European Cup r _] 

giants are banned from continen- ing a ur *ne sample for the routine tie, were given a hand by Tener- TO I Vj iCl ll Cl 
tal club soccer competitions this dope test than I had scoring that ife goalkeeper Agustin Rodriguez 
season. goal.” Saturday. O I q ryt i j 

‘ While Italian champions Samp- Sampdoria, who beat cham- The score was 2-2 with only Oldl I I UUU 

j .i... ninne Rpfi Star RpIutsHp 741 in «nht minntKin nlou uihan D.iH. ‘ 


LONDON (R) — AC Milan’s 
European rivals may be excused a 
few sighs of relief that the Italian 
giants are banned from continen- 
tal club soccer competitions this 
season. 

While Italian champions Samp- 
doria, who play Panathinaikos of 
Greece in a Group A European 
Cup tie Wednesday, continue to 
under perform at home, Milan 
are walking tall. 

Banned for one season by 
UEFA for leaving the pitch be- 
fore the end of their European 
Cop quarterfinal in Marseille last 
season, Milan have only domestic 
glory to play for. 

“Milan were extraordinary — 
very, very good,” said club Presi- 
dent Silvio Berlusconi Sunday af- 
ter they outplayed UEFA Cup 
hopefuls Torino 2-0 at home. 
“Until (Ruud) Gullit's opening 
goal, I saw the best soccer I’ve 
seen all season." 

“We’ve got to accept the differ- 
ence between us and Milan,” 
Torino’s Belgian midfielder Enzo 
Scifo said later. 

Sdfo must now try and raise 
morale ahead of Wednesday's 
UEFA Cup tie in Turin against 
AEK Athens of Greece. 

Potential European opponents 
must also be glad of Juventus’s 
rare failure to qualify for Europe 
this season. 

The second-placed Turin team, 
one point behind Milan, beat 
Intemazionale 2-1 in a match that 
left current Juventus and former 
Inter coach Giovanni Trapattoni 
well pleased. 

Third placed Napoli, four 
points behind Milan, had such an 
easy time beating Cagliari in their 
4-0 home win that goal scorer and 


defender Giovanni Frandni said 
afterwards: 

“I had more difficulty produc- 
ing a urine sample for the routine 
dope test than I had scoring that 
goal.” 

Sampdoria, who beat cham- 
pions Red Star Belgrade 2-0 in . 
the first match of the new league- 
style European Cup semifinals, 
had to make do with a 0-0 draw at 
Foggia and sank 12 points adrift 
of Milan in the bottom six in the 
division. 

. .Red Star, who may prove, jet- 
lagged after beating Colo Colo of 
fchile 3-0 'in the World Club 
Championship in Tokyo Sunday, 
play a confident Anderlecht of 
Belgium Thursday. 

EUROPEAN SOCCER 

The tie is in Hungary due to 
war «n Yugoslavia. 

Anderlecht, who were held to a 
0-0 draw at home by Panathi- 
naikos in - their first semifinal 
match last month, beat Ghent 3-1 
Friday but will be without Bel- 
gian international midfielder 
Marc Degryse, who has a thigh 
injury. 

While Trapattoni was celebrat- 
ing the defeat of his old team, 
there was no such joy for John 
Toshack in Spain. 

The former Real Madrid coach 
took Real Soriedad to the dub 
that sacked him last season but 
his team lost 4-1. 

“We made complete fools of 
ourselves," Toshack said. 

Read Madrid now have 25 
points out of 26 this season as 
they head for their UEFA tie 
against Neucfaatel Xamax of 
Switzerland in Madrid Thursday. 


Spanish champions Barcelona, 
who play at Benfica Wednesday 
in their Group B European Cup 
tie, were given a hand by Tener- 
ife goalkeeper Agustin Rodriguez 
Saturday. 

The score was 2-2 with only 
eight minutes -to play when Rod- 
riguez went off with a hand in- 
jury. Barcelona stormed to the 
attack and won with three more 
goals past his replacement in six 
minutes. 

But coach Johan Cruyff, who 
had wanted to . avoid an energy- 
sapping match- before , going, to 
Portugal, was disappointed by his 
players vWio made hard work of 
their victory. 

His former Dutch club, Ajax 
Amsterdam, suffered their first 
home loss of the season, 2-0 to 
Vitesse Arnhem just before they 
play Spain's Osasuna in the 
UEFA Cup. 

In Germany, Borussia Dort- 
mund returned to the top of the 
Bundeshga for the first time in 
nine years. 

A goal by Michael Luscfa gave 
Dortmund a 1-0 win at Werder 
Bremen Friday, and coupled with 
disappointing draws by previous 
leaders Eintracht Frankfurt and 
- VFB Stuttgart, put them at the 
top of a division they last won in 
1963. 


ANTWERP. Belgium (R) — 
Boris Becker, struck down by a 
fever, is doubtful for next week's 
Grand Slam Cup after pulling out 
of the final of the European 
Community Tennis .Cham- 
pionship. ; , . .. ,.i .. 

The. German was due to play 
American Aaron Krickstein, but 
failed to appear, “I am sick. I 
have the Flu and I have fever," 
Becker said at his hotel in 
Antwerp. 

Asked whether he was going to 
play in next week's $6 million 
Grand Slam Cup, the world num- 
ber three said: "At the moment I 
couldn’t play. I'm going to wait 
two days and see. If it’s like now, 
I have no chance to play." 

He was due to leave for 
Munich later Sunday to see his 
own doctors and “maybe get 
some help.” 

Becker’s withdrawal gave 
Krickstein, a wildcard entry, his 
first tournament victory in two 

years- 


YE5.MAAM..I NEED 
TO EXPLAIN SOMETHING 
ABOUT MY REPORT.. 


WELL. MY DOS 
SORT OF GOT 
. MOLD OF IT., j 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HKTSCH 

emi THfaurm MM Saratcss. Inc. 


DECLARER’S SIGNALS 


Andy Capp 


A1 Ramtha reaches 
Asian quarterfinals 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A1 Ramtha 
soccer team has reached the quar- 
terfinals of die Asian Cup Win- 
ners' Cup Championship after ir 
tied with Oman’s Zufar in a match 
which was held in Sulalah, Oman. 

A1 Ramtha defeated Zufar 1-0 
in the first of their two matches, 
held m Irbid on Oct. 28. 

A1 Ramlha's goal was scored 
by its striker Khalid Al Aqqouri 
in the 23rd minute of the match. 

In the 42nd minute Ramtha's 
goalkeeper Ahmad Abu Nasouh 
ipanaged to save Al Ramtha's 
goal from a penalty kick by Oma- 
ni striker Hilal Hamid. 

Zufar’s Ahmad Thaber was 
more successful than his col- 
league Hamid when he scored his 
team’s only goal in the 86th mi- 
nute from a penalty kick. 

Thereafter Al Ramtha con- 
tinued the game with 10 players 
after Aqqouri was dismissed by 
the Sauai referee Abdullah Al 
Nasser. But the soccer remained 
unchanged and the match ended 
with a 1-1 tie, which was enough 
for Al Ramtha to qualify to the 
next round. 

In the quarterfinals, Al 


Ramtha will meet Iranian team 
Malvan on Dec. 20 in Tehran and 
on Dec. 27 at home in Irbid. The 
exchange of the matches between 
Al Ramtha and Malvan will be 
the first of its kind at the level of 
local soccer teams. 

Al Ramtha, which was the 
guest of honour Sunday evening 
in a dinner banquet hosted by the 
Jordanian community in Sulalah, 
will return Tuesday morning to 
Amman. 

Al Ramtha dry residents were 
preparing to give their team a 
jubilant welcome at the airport, 
the head of Al Ramtha Suppor- 
ters League, AHoush Dibajeh, 
told Al Ra'i Arabic daily Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Dibajeh called on the 
Jordanian soccer fans to join the 
league at the airport “to welcome 
the heroes who added a new 
achievement to the records of the 
Jordanian sports activities." 

Minister of Youth Saleh 
Irsheidat late Sunday sent a cable 
to Al Ramtha sports delegation in 
Oman to congratulate them. 

The minister wished the team 
more success in the future. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Matthaeus voted Player of the Year 

NEW YORK (R) — Germany's captain Lothar Matthaeus was 
voted world player of the year in the first offidal poll sanctioned 
by the International Football Federation (FIFA). The Inter Milan 
midfielder received 128 points in the poll of 63 national soccer 
trainers from all over the world. French striker Jean-Pi erre Papin, 
who plays for Marseille, was second with 113 points and England 
marksman Gary Lineker of Tottenham Hotspur thud on 40. The 
poll was organised by FIFA, the sportswear manufacturer Adidas 
and the Union of European Sports Magazines. 

2 Peles tneet for the first time 

NEW YORK (R) — Pele, the World Cup’s most enduring hero, 
met his Ghanaian namesake Abedi Pele for the first time Sunday 
at the qualifying draw for the 1994 finals. Pele, who helped Brazil 
to a record three World Cup triumphs, embraced the African 
player on the Madison Square Garden Stage only hours after 
arriving on Concorde. Abedi had played in his French dnb 
Marseille’s 0-0 draw at Metz Saturday night before making a 
trans-Atlantic dash to meet his idol. “He’s not my son,” quipped 
Pele senior as he joined him. Abedi took the name Pele when it 
was bestowed upon him by a presidential decree in his native 
Ghana. 

Doping cases revealed in France 

PARIS (R) — Two American-born players have foiled dope tests 
this season in the Fren ch B asketball Championship, the French 
.Basketball Federation (FFBB) said. Cedi Rocker, .who plays for 
French champions Antibes, and Robert' Carman, with Chaloh- 
Sur-Saone, became the 1 first players to return positive tests in’* 
Fren ch ba sketball. The pair face suspensions of up to three years. 
The FFBB gave no details of what banned products had been 
found in their urine samples nor when the tests took place. Over 
240 dope tests were conducted in the French Championship last 
season and all proved negative. 

French soccer club Brest folds 

QUIMPER, France (R) — French second division soccer club 
Brest went into liquidation. A French court, issuing the order, 
ruled that all of the Western club's activities must cease 
immediately. Saturday's league match against Laval was cancel- 
led. Brest, who have estimated debts of more than 150 million 
francs ($25 million), were lying fourth in Group A of the French 
second division but faced compulsory relegation to the amateur 
third division at the end of the season. The club was’ founded in 
1950 and played in the first division for nine seasons between 1981 
and 1991 when they were also compulsorily relegated because of 
their debts. “It may well be the death of professional football in 
our city.” Brest's Manager Christian Le Garrec said. 


OH, NO, MA'AM.. HE 
DIDN'T CHEW IT UP.. 


ACTUALLY, HE 

wrote it; > 


C ‘ 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q J 9 6 
9 9 6 3 

0 K J 7 5 

* J 8 

WEST EAST 

47532 *84 

7 K 10 4 9 Q J 8 7 5 

082 CQ10 96 

* E 7 5 4 * A 6 

SOUTH 

* A K 10 
9 A 2 

0 A 43 
*0 10932 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 2* Pass 

2 0 Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Four of * 

There's hardly a bridge player 

who doesn’t know how rite defend- 
ers signs! encouragement or dis- 
couragement of partner's lead — a 
high card says, "I Klee it," a low card 
suggests casting around, for mote 
fertile Gelds. What is not as well 
known is that declarer can disrupt 
the opponents’ attempt to commu- 
nicate with each other in exactly the 
same fashion with carefully selected 
fabecard “signals.” 

Suppose, for example, declarer Is 
trying to discourage the defenders 
from continuing a suit. The way to 
do that ia by playing the lowest card 


held Conversely to try to tempt a 
defender into persevering with the 
suit led, declarer spends a card high- 
er than necessary. Here’s how it 
works. 

As a viable contract, three no 
trump is hardly an artistic triumph. 
The reason for the debacle ia that 
North, with eight soft points and a 
Gat hand, should not move over 
partner’s no trump opening. With 
17 points and a five-card suit. 
South's acceptance of partner’s in- 
vitation was routine. 

West’s lead of a dob inspired no 
fear in declarer. On the contrary, 
what would have been unwelcome 
was a heart shift before declarer's 
clubs had been set up. When East 
rose with the ace of data, had de- 
clarer reflexively followed with the 
deuce the defender might well have 
decided a heart shift was attractive, 
since West would hove been marked 
with no more than five chibs and 
declarer with at least four. 

Instead, South dropped the nine 
of dubs, concealing his two lower 
dubs- Suddenly a dub return looked 
much more attracti ve to East, be- 
cause West could have held a sir- 
card suit. Th« six of dubs back 
allowed declarer to set up three dub 
tricks, and 10 in all, before the de- 
fenders discovered they had to mine 
the heart suit for the wherewithal to 
defeat the game. 


y BOY/ HAVE I BEEN L > 
BUSY AT WORK TODAY 
WHAT HAVE VOU T' 
7 BEEN DOING, PET?) 



J HE*S BEEN BUSY, TOO, ' 
THINKING UP THAT ONE 


Mutton* Jeff 


oo YOU eeu- ttas TstMteJ stu-l'v 

A PtfiM SAHDV0CX? Jl PUT COME TO IT 

HAM «te; 


I DON'T SEE T<DH,>t3U MuStJ 
AHV HAM/ gf HAVE GONE I 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY DECEMBER 10, Wl 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll tighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day to pot in motion the 
course of action that appeals to you 
most. You can gain important 
headway and make career 
advancements without upsetting 
co-workers and associates wbo 
don’t always agree. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is your day to find out just 
what your associates do expect of 
you and to do whatever is possible 
to go along with their standpoints. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You now have that interest in 
getting your tasks done in such 
fashion that all is more attractive 
and chantring so be precise and 
add colour to your surroundings. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
There are many pleasures awaiting 
your acceptance if you act in a very 
cool, calm and considerate manner 
with attachment and congenial 
friends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You certainly have some 
desire now to make new arrange- 
ments at your residence but unless 
others wbo also dwell there concur 
you’d wait until later. 

tEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
your time to really gain the good 
will of those usual associates who 
-are looking to you for answers but 
want them to be given in kindly 
manner. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you would like to do 


that does necessitate increase, ‘ 
your assets is good so look atyon 1 
property and sec what wffl add tq ( 
its value. ! 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October ' 
22) You want to reach out abdto) 
gain the good wfll of friends and' 
others who attract andP appeal h I 
you but its necessary you do so to a 
entert a inin g them. * 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to NmenJ > 
ber 21) You like secrets and, mm ; 
Series and its a fine day for unfold > 
ing some course of action that caJ 
bring you the good wffl of mm 1 
very important person. \ 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 tt i 
December 21) You now have it m * 
your power to gain foe advance-:! 
ment chat means a great deal' to : 
you through good friends and] 
through many social contacts.- .) 
CAPRICORN: (December 22. J’ 
January 20) Whatever you would] ■ 
like to do that does require you go;-? 
straight to a bigwig is very good' * 
and you can make considerafakij 
progress in some civic venture. * 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toBebru-1 j 
ary 19) Whatever you wouldfike to ■ 
do that does necessitate more open- ; 
uriudedness on your part is just • 
great now so look about you. and 
see new pet sots. < 

PISCES: (February 20 to March j 
20) How you can attend to person- 5 
al and other responsibilities can be | 
the pattern under which you adv-j ■ 
aoce most surely and swiftly m tbe ; 
days ahead. 
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HARRIS 


^ z Zz 


CH'P$ 


‘He's a lazy slug...but at least he's too 
tired to get into any mischief.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED word glamjeT] 
O- by Henri Arnold. anhrSob Lee- i 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfl nary words. 


If s mutual 


VIUC 


HASAW 


RAYWEL 


CREFOD 


How 

. beautiful 
\ (s*gh) 
v 


WHAT AN I PEAL 
HUOBANP THINKS _ 
HE HAS. 


Now arrange the circled tatters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. •. 


an CXXXTXXXXX 

(Answers tomorrow). 

Yesterday's I JumbteK OAKEN COUPE VIRILE AFRAID 

I Answer Jealousy starts wtth the arrival — OF A RIVAL 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Word ha 
Gardner me 
5 Ttttehokfer 
10 Slender 

14 Author Mine 

15 Actress Anouk 

16 Calabria cash 

17 Hunting dog 

20 Nevertheless 

21 Bearing 

22 incSgem 

23 “Swmfish 
Nightingale" 

24 Set of stacked 

things 

28 SSk fabric 

29 Smafi sofa 

33 Ntehote' hero 

34 OkJ Eng. poet 

35 Famtiy member 
abbr. 

36 Oriental woody 
plants 

40 Mine find 

41 Claims 

42 Sea eagle 

43 Peeled 
45 Neb. river 

47 Ship pert 

48 Kind of stick 

49 Book of maps 

52 Foot part 

53 Tiny bit 

56 Jason's quest 

60 Fork prong 

61 Gat up 

62 MBes of movies 

63 Sokflerand 
worker 

64 Cleaner 

65 Copycat 

DOWN 

1 Shrewd 

2 Medicinal plant 

3 — away (saw) 

4 Cease 

5 Dog 

6 Took on 

7 Prayer word 
6 Came upon 
9Fbreach 

10 Comes down as 

frozen drops 

11 Urn some TV 
shows 
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Cnsei twwn Mesa 
MRVnRngnH 

12 Angered 

13 Eng. queen 

Sonfcsa.bw. 

Yesterday's Puzzle Sehedr: - 

■' 

19 Put into 

23 TatTsrfttdted 

24 ” — the time tor 
aH— “ 

25 Tied 





27 Cancel 

28 Certain runner 

29 — behold! 

30 Stakel's partner 

31 “ — we aff?” 

32 "Were off — 
the wizard— '' 

34 Welcome 

37 Tex. town 

38 Small bites 

39 Bevel out 

44 Reflections 

45 LHce more 

46 Te mp or ar y . 


48 Stupid 

49 “ — 0054" 

50 Lean 


51 Pre-Easter . 55 Grizzly « 

period 57 Cfr ait 

52 Leant*. -B6 .Actress 

53 Profound Jeanne 

54 Land measure 59 A Gabor 
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la co-oparation wfth 

Cairo Anann Bank 


Makitx 


HaoVah. 
C taut 


C taut Ctox. 

D * te izrvmi 



ftp wwae Yen 


Eu-opcm Cwrreny Unfa 


Cornncy 



I MTU 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


4.87 

4.50 ! 

4.43 

4.56 

10.56 

10.56 | 

10.56 

10.50 

9.50 

9.50 

9.50 

9.37 

8.00 

7.93 

7.87 

7.75 

9.9 3 

9.07 

9. ST 

9.68 ' 

6.31 

6.03 

5.0/ 

5.59 { 

10.56 

10.43 

10.37 

10.31 ' 


icmcdnRUJi. I IMMh equrakaL 


9/7Z/I99I 


ES3HBSmSH22I 

Metal 

USD/Or 

JDTGm 

| Gold 

308.05 

6.90 

SBver 

4.06 

0.088 



Cnrrency 


Bahraini Dinar 


I tbwe Lira* 


Kmvahl Dinar 


Qatari RiyaJ 


Egyptian Pound 


Onanl Ujral 


DAE 


Greek Dradmn* 


Cypriot Pound 



yiw a wria l Marine 


AJL-Share 


ft— Mug Sector 


insurance Sector 


Industry Sector 


t/wrm owe 

7/12/1991 Close 

10.50 

126.82 

105.74 

105.42 

10.29 

126.75 

159.57 

158.47 

144.86 

143.15 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against die dollar at nndsessxHi 
on the London foreign exchange and balEoa markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.8065/75 

1.1360/65 

1.5740/50 

1.7735/45 

1.389095 

32.4044 

5.3800/50 

1191/1192 

128.10/20 

5.7660/7710 

6.2020/70 

6.1215/65 

370.00/50 


U.S. dollars 

fanariian dollar 
Deutsdwmarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Tel: <*77420' 


Doipti Lundgren } 

dark angel ' 

Sham 3 JO. 6el5, &30. 1030 pjn. 



HUM Al Mm MwI 


The theatre win be closed from Dec. 9, 1991 to Jan. 
2, 1992. Shows of 

“SOMERSAULT TIME” 

wifi resume Thursday, Jan. 2, 1992. • 


Iraq said repairing 
oil export terminal 
in northern Gulf 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraq, szin unable 
to export oil because of a world 
trade ban imposed over its inva- 
sion of Kuwait last year, is repair- 
ing a war-damaged terminal in 
the northern Gulf, an oil industry 
newsletter reports. 

Iraq’s Ofl Minister Usama Al 
Hiti said in Cairo Sunday bis 
country could have the capacity 
to load over half a million barrels 
per day (b/d) of oil from its Mina 
Al Bakr terminal. 

The Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) reported Iraq 
plans to get two of the terminal’s 
four berths into working order 
and establish 300,000 b/d of export 
capacity within the next two 
months, rising to 700,000 h/d in 
four months. 

“MEES learns from reliable 
sources that the Iraqis are using 
the oil tanker Kirkuk as a base for 
a repair team working on die 
Mina Al Bakr terminal, the tank- 
er being moored dose to die 
terminal itself," the oil industry 
newsletter said. 

Iraq had refused to accept the 
terms of a U.N. plan for limited 
crude oil exports to pay for the 
imports of essential commodities, 
claiming it was restrictive. 

The deep-water Mina Al Bakr 
terminal, which had a 1.6 million 
b/d capacity when it was con- 
structed m late 1970s, sustained 
damage during die 1980-88 Iran- 
Irac war and bad been repaired to 
handle 800,000 b/d before Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 


The terminal was again dam- 
aged by the allied forces during 
the Gulf war. MEES said two of 
the other four berths were “too 
badly damaged to merit any res- 
toration effort at this stage.” 

The oil industry newsletter said 
Iraq's plans to export crude from 
Mina Al Bakr was still theoretical 
at this stage as the U.N. had to 
approve the terminal as an export 
outlet and some parts needed to 
make it operable have to be . 
imported and fall under the trade 
embargo. 

Last Friday press reports chat 
Iraq was witling to negotiate with 
a U.N. team a new set of rules for 
crude exports pushed crude oil 
prices 35 cents to $20.04 a barrel j 
for January at New York Mercan- 
tile Exchange. 

The Nicosia-based oil industry 
newsletter said Iraq was testing 
production levels of 1.15 million 
b/d — 800,000 b/d from the 
northern fields and 350,000 b/d 
from the south — reinjecting the 
excess not required for the 
domestic refineries. 

Mr. Hid said his country could 
export more than one million b/d - 
of crude oil once the U.N. embar- 
go is lifted. 

MEES added that in the near 
future Iraq could have around 1.6 
million b/d production capacity 
and the country will be capable of 
exporting — if political clearance 
is given — 800,000-900,000 b/d 
through Turkey and another 
300,000 b/d from the Mina Al 
Bakr terminal. 


Court orders freeze on 
Kevin Maxwell assets 


LONDON (R) — A court 
ordered a worldwide freeze on 
the personal assets of the late 
Robert Maxwell’s son Kevin 
Monday at the request of accoun- 
tants seeking money missing from 
pension hinds in the dead ty- 
coon's media empire. 

Kevin Maxwell and his brother 
Ian were also ordered to surrender 
their passports while they provide 
any information they can to help 
trace pension fund assets. 

Maxwell died mysteriously at 
sea on Nov. 5, . 

His death was die prelude to a 
spectacular collapse this month of 
the Maxwell business empire 
under debts worth up to $5 bil- 
lion. ' 

Accountants have subsequent- 
ly estimated that assets worth 
more than $700 million are mis- 
sing from pension funds of Max- 
well’s Minor Group Newspapers 
and his Maxwell Communication 
Corporation. 

Investigators speculate that he 
ripboned off the pension money 
to prop up his crumbling empire 


as creditors closed in. 

Kevin and Ian were directors of 
Bishopsgate Investment Manage- 
ment, a private firm controlled by 
Mr. Maxwell which managed 
several of the pension funds. 

The High Court Sunday gave 
London accountant Neii Cooper 
worldwide powers to trace pen- 
sion assets as provisional liquida- 
tor of Bishopsgate. 

“We have obtained orders on 
behalf of the provisional liquida- 
tors, some against Kevin , and 
.'.some against Ian,” said a spokes- 
man for the provisional liquida- 
tor. 

“Those against Kevin are more 
stringent because it appears he is 
the one most doselv involved in 
running Bishopsgate,” he added. 

The court ordered the Maxwell 
sons to provide information to 
help trace pension fund assets 
within seven days. 

The fraud squad is also investi- 
gating the collapse of Maxwell's 
empire and police are inquiring 
into allegations by the Mirror that 
he wiretapped some of his top 
executives. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed lower in the thinnest estimated volume 
this year. Arbitrage selling eroded prices. Concern over events in 
the Soviet Union helped push investors to the sidelines. The 
Nikkei average finished down 92.18 points to 22 , 352 . 88 . 


FRANKFURT — German shares ended a lethargic session little 
changed. The 30-share DAX index edged 0.87 point higher to 
1,559.05. , 

PARIS — A cloud of winter depression brought another lower 
dose to a morose Paris Bourse. Few buyers were in evidence and 
operators focussed on negative factors which were already largely 
known. The CAC-40 index shed 22.35 points to 1,663.37. 
LONDON — Shares dosed higher as a late FTSE futures rally 
helped the market shrug off economic and political worries. The 
100-share Financial Tiroes-Stock Exchange index finish ed up 20.9 
points at 2,409.6. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue-chip stocks were firm at midday, 
trading in a tight range on moderate volume. The Dow Jones 
industrial average was up 1.79 points at 2,888.19. 
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tShows: 12:30, 330, 6:15, 850. 1030 p.m JUTj. 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30 p.m. 


Gulf Arab economist criticises 
economic achievements of GCC 


KUWAIT (R) — A Gulf eco- 
nomist criticised the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) Sunday, 
saying it had achieved minimum 
possible cooperation between 
member states. 

He called on the affiance to draw 
up a model of planned economic 
integration which would achieve 
a common market and diversify 
sources of income. He also said it 
should consider bringing Yemen 
into its fold. 

Dr. Abbas A! Mijren, a 
Kuwaiti economic academic, said 
the GCCs efforts to diversify 
economies from dependence on 
me source of income, oil, had 
had “very poor results after all 
these decades.” 

He accused the organisation., 
which will hold a summit on Dec. 
23 in Kuwait, of concentrating n 
political matters, giving secondary 
importance to economic issues. 

“The political and security aim 


of the GCC has ranked number 
one since it was formed and until 
this moment,’* Dr. Mijren told 
the second day of a three-day 
seminar on future economic 
cooperation and security in die 
GCC. 

He said the GCC appeared 
satisfied with conce n trat in g on 
fiberatising inter-state trade and 
coordinating economic activities, 
giving priority to local develop- 
ment. 

“In my opinion, that represents 
the minimum level of regional 

economic cooperation and it is a 
level which dries not match the 
sm of dangers and rimiiwigw 
ahead of us,” be said. 

Dr. Mijren referred to a 1992 
European single market. Far East 
plans for economic integration in 
addition to U.S. economic and 
political clout. 

“Searching for alternative 


sources of income is no longer a 
luxury which can wait for' four 
more decades because the econo- 
mic lifespan of oil as a source of 
energy may be much less than that 
period,” he said. 

When the GCC, which groups 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, was formed 10 
years ago, Yemen's political con- 
ditions did not justify including it 
in the grouping. Dr. Mijren said. 

“We now hold die chance to 
solve our chronic problems which 
indude food self-sufficiency, eco- 
nomic and military security and 
that is by extending cooperation 
bridges with Yemen,” he said. 

“If Saudi Arabia is the natural 
geographic extension of the other 
Gulf states, then Yemen is the 
human depth to those states,” 
Dr. Mijren added. 


“Moving it (Yemen) to the 
GCC would be a daring step to 
transfer the organisation from a 
Gulf cooperation to an Arabian 
Peninsula council. It will add 
power to the GCC rather than 
take power away from it,” he 
pointed out. 

Abdullah Al Mjaajil, a Saudi 
Arabian industrialist, said GCC 
states needed to integrate their 
economies but had to overcome 
fears that unified economic poli- 
cies would affect competition in 
domestic markets. 

Varying tariffs on imports be-' 
tween GCC •conuriesi' made it 
difficult to draw up a uniform 
tariff policy. Some GCC projects 
aimed at foreign markets instead 
of the regional one, loosening the 
aim of a common market. 

He also said GCC foreign 
labour pre f e ren ces put restraints 
on manpower mobility. 


Scholar attributes deforestation, Third 
World suffering to repayment of debt 


OSLO (R) — Rich nations are 
waging warfare against poor na- 
tions by demanding high levels of 
debt payments, a U.S. doctor 
told a seminar of former Nobel 
peace prize winners Sunday. 

“Poor majorities in the debtor 
countries are forced to sacrifice 
their standards of living and 
sometimes their lives to pay back 
loans form which they never be- 
nefited,” said Dr. Susan George 
of the Transnational Institute, 
an international think-tank based 
in Amsterdam. 

“Debt must be understood 
as... disguised but literal warfare 


waged wgarnst the South. Defores- 
tation, a major anp^atarlD glob- 
al wanning, is directly linked to 
the debt crisis,” she told a three- 
day seminar of 18 former peace 
prize winners in Oslo. 

Poor countries were “cashing 
in” their natural resources, in- 
cluding forests, in a desperate 
attempt- to earn hard currency 
and repay their sta gg e rin g debt. 

Dr. George said figures from 
the United Nations. Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) showed tint half 
a motion children die each year as 
a direct result of the debt crisis. 

Norwegian Prime Minister Gro 


Harlem Brundtland, prevented 
from attending by a cold, also 
called for extended ooopeition 
between the North and the Sooth 
to help protect the environment 
and improve living standards. 

’There is no way that we can 
win the battle to save our global 
environment unless we mount a 
full-scale, committed offensive 
against world poverty and under- 
development,” she said in an 
address which was read by a 
government official. 

“We need a new partnership 
between North and South,” said 
Ms. Brundtland, who chaired a 


widely-acclaimed 1983 U.N. 
World Commission on Environ- 
ment and Development. 

Talking about bow to limit the 
so-called greenhouse gases, 
which many scientists believe are 
‘increasing world temperatures, 
Ms. Brundtland for trans- 
national efforts to curb emissions. 

“We would reach effective re- 
sults more quickly and at less 
costs than through national mea- 
sures alone. The moR- cost-effec- 
tive projects are likely to be 
found in eastern Europe and in 
developing countries,” Ms. 
Brundtland said. 


Russian Central Bank chief sees 
Soviet model of Federal Reserve 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Cen- 
tral Bank head Georgy 
Matyukhm has said that Soviet 
republics were trying to set up a 
banking system similar to the 
U.S. Federal Reserve, allowing 
each member significant decision- 
making power. 

: “We are trying to create some- 
thing like that, but the situation is 
not easy because of this euphoria 
for independence (by repub- 
lics),” he said in an interview. 

Leading Soviet economic 
strategist Grigory Yavlinsky 
would like to see an economic 
union, which would include a 
coordinated banking system but 
some republics want to distance 
themselves as much as possible 
from centralised institutions. 

“Necessity will compel us to 
work together,” Mr. Matyukfain 
said, adding that Russia, the big- 
gest republic by far, would not 
seek to dominate the new bank- 
ing union. 

“We agreed to have less than 
50 per cent of the voting power, 
but we want to have some veto 
rights,” be said. 

The Russian bank chief said 
the new system was being worked 
out at a series of meetings of 
republican central bank gov- 
ernors. 

The U.S. Federal Reserve sys- 
tem controls monetary policy 
through a policy-making board of 
governors based in Washington 
and a network of district reserve 
-banks and branch offices. 

The boaid supervises the 
budget and operations of the 
decentralised reserve banks, which 
perform day-to-day functions 
such as issuing .and have a say in 


setting interest rates. 

Mr. Matyukhin said the Soviet 
equivalent should come into ex- 
istence soon because in January 
the Soviet state bank Gosbank 
would cease to exist. The Russian 
Central Bank is due to take over 
the functions of Gosbank in Rus- 
sia. 

Asked about the future of the 
Soviet bank for foreign economic 
affairs (Vneshekonombank), Mr. 
Matyukhin said it would continue 
to carry out its foreign debt ser- 
vicing operations for the repub- 
lics. 

“We hope all those banks 
which are abroad will also belong 
to the republics," be said in refer- 
ence to Vneshekonombank's 
foreign subsidiaries. 

Vneshekonombank was due to 
be registered by the Russian Cen- 
tral Bank as a commercial bank 
by Dec. 15, according to a Rus- 
sian parliament resolution. 

But Mr. Matyukhin said this 
deadline was likely to be pushed 
back, possibly until January, 
■while -republics; examine the 
bank’s operations. 

The bank chief also said that 
Ukraine’s economy would be 
crippled if it replaced the bat- 
tered Soviet rouble with its own 
currency. 

“If they do this they will im- 
mediately paralyse their eco- 
nomy. We will immediately stop 
all payments to them,” he told 
Reuters in an interview. 

Ukraine, which voted over- 
whelmingly for independence 
from Moscow last week, plans to 
start replacing roubles next year, 
fust with special coupons, then 
with a separate currency. 

Mr. Matyukhm warned that 


Russia would be forced to re- 
spond to the planned Ukrainian 
move and protect its economy 
from a possible flood of worthless 
roubles ditched by former Soviet 
republics. 

He said he opposed introduc- 
ing a new Rnssian currency, but 
said the bank was considering 
alternatives, including a scheme 
to add distinctive markings to 
Russian roubles and a system of 
cheques to reduce the amount of 
banknotes in circulation. 

The Russian central bank could 
stop supplying roubles to Ukraine 
and bring to a halt trade between 
the two heavily inter-dependent 
republics. 

“I am not sure if our enter- 
prises will agree to take grivnas,” 
Mr. Matyukhin said in reference 
to the currency used in Ukraine 
1,000 years ago and now poised 
for a come-back. 

“We shall take counter- 
measures if they introduce their 
own currency without consulting 
us,” he said. “The only way is to 
stop our payments transactions. 
Who will suffer more? Ukraine or 
Rusria? I suppose Ukraine.” 

-Asked about future exchange rates 
for the Soviet rouble, the Rus- 
sian bank chief said' he believed 
there should be three rates which 
should eventually converge. 

Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
Yegor Gaidar said last week that 
Russia would abandon the cur- 
rent system of two fixed rates set 
by the state bank and a flexible 
cate for tourists and Soviet 
citizens travelling abroad. 

Mr. Matyukhin said there 


should be a commercial rate for 
foreign trade reflecting the 
purchasing-power of the rouble, 
or the extent to which it can buy 
goods and services. 

At a time of soaring inflation in 
the Soviet Union, the rouble 
would, be sure to drop sharply 
from Its current commercial rate of 
about 1.7 to the dollar, econom- 
ists say. 

The second rate should be a 
financial rate based on the rela- 
tive value of assets such as prop- 
erty and shares designated for 
Western investors. 

“We have made assessments of 
property to be privatised,” Mr. 
Matyukhin said. 

As this rate fluctuates, interna- 
tional investors might alter their 
portfolios as they do in the West 
where flows of capital are often 
determined by interest rate dif- 
ferentials. 

Mr. Matyukhin said there 
might also be another free rate 
determined by the shadow eco- 
nomy. “We shall try to get all the 
rates to converge,” he said. 

The central bank chief also 
warned of the consequences of 
sweeping price liberalisation, 
proposed by Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin. He said there was 
not enough cash to meet demand 
at a time of rising prices, salaries 
and welfare payments. 

Mr. Gaidar said Thursday that 
he was against any delay in im- 
plementing the price reform. He 
denied that salaries or bank 
accounts would be frozen, but 
said there could be some restric- 
tions on cash availability. 


Economists stress need . 
for large grain crops 
to build up world reserves 


Star. 3-JO. 6J0. 830 p.m. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Bounti- 
ful crops will be needed next year 
to build up world grain reserves 
and meet* the needs of leading 
consuming nations such as the 
Soviet Union, U.S. Agriculture 
Department (USD A) economists 
have said. 

“Over the last few years the 
world has been dipping into grain 
stocks to meet its needs," Frank 
Gomme, a marketing specialist, 
told the annual USDA Agricultu- 
ral Outlook Conference. 

Lower grain harvests in the 
United States and the Soviet re- 
publics in 1991 have cut into grain 
reserves this year. 

The Agriculture Department's 
latest estimate says the' world will 
have 319 million tonnes of grains 
in reserve by the end of the year, 
down from 337.34 million tonnes 
last year. 

The stockpile of grains has 
fallen to the lowest levels since 
die mid 1960s at a time when 
demand is rising, especially in 


eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union. 

Soviet grain production this 
year is expected to drop by. 
almost 30 per cent from last 
year’s near record crop of 235* 
million tonnes, and U.S. produc- 
tion is estimated to be down 10 
per cent to 277.64 million tonnes. 

Craig Jagger, an economist 
with the USDA’s Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
Service, said American wheat 
producers in 1991 harvested the 
second smallest crop since 1978. 

“We are beaded for very tight 
supplies,” he said, pegging year- 
end U.S. wheat stocks at 514 
million bushels, the second 
lowest since 1971. 

Year-end stocks are critical 
since they act as a bridge to fill 
domestic and export needs until 
newly harvested grains become 
available. Also, the reserves hel p 
to m ak e up for seasons of low 
production. 


Adorable cream / 3-month old lively male puppy needs 
good home, preferably with garden or exercise space. 
NOT a guard dog. Remember a dog is for life, not just for 
Christmas! 

Tel.: 841311 


Open Panel For The Public 

THE AMERICAN- ARAB ANTI-DISCRIMINATION COM- 
MITTEE is holding an open panel led by Dr. Albert 
Mukhiber and Dr. Mahmoud Aftaher on December 11, 
1991 at 7:00 o'clock at Regency Hotel. 

Interested guests are cordially Invited to partici- 
pate In this free event 


Doty Free Car For Sale 

Mercedez 230-E with AC, model 1986, colour - white, 
excellent condition. 

Sealed bids may be addressed to Admin. Officer, 
Embassy of Pakistan, JabaJ A! Weibdeh, Amman and 
should reach not later than 17th December, 1991. 

For Inspection of the ca r plea se contact the Embassy 
at telephone numbers 622787 and 824880 between 8.-00 
un to pan. (except Friday and Saturday). 
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Slavic leaders : U SSR has ceased to exist I Vance leaves Yugoslavia saying 


Yeltsin, Gorbachev hold crucial 
meeting on political future 


no peace force until ceasefire 


BELGRADE (R) — United Na- There were no immediate re- stationed on its toritoiy. 


tions envoy Cyrus Vance left ports of fresh fighting Monday. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin met Mon- 
day in the Kremlin with Mikhail 
Gorbachev to brief him on the 
new Slavic Commonwealth and 
said there might be a role in it for 
the Soviet president. 

Republic leaders rushed to 
Moscow Monday to assess the 
country's balance of power the 
morning after announcement of 


Shushkevich that the "Soviet Un- 
ion has “ceased to exist*' politi- 
cally and that they were creating 
a new “commonwealth" open to 
all former republics. 

Mr. Nazarbayev, whose 
resource-rich republic is a power- 
ful pillar of the current union, 
was briefed along with Mr. Gor- 
bachev by Mr. Yeltsin for 80 
minutes about tbe com mon- 


Russia. Byelorussia, Ukraine and 
Kpralrhstan to keep centralised 


any future alliance. Mr. Grachev 
told Soviet journalists that Mr. 


control over the nndear weapons Yeltsin raised the possibility of 
on their territory and ensure their “having die post of president” 


yjfo dismantling . The four are among the commonwealth’s lead- 
home to most of die Soviet nuc- era. 


the new “commonwealth of inde- wealth. 


pendent states” that appeared to 
take most of diem by surprise. 

The agreement said Minsk, in 
Byelorussia, would become the 
new capita] of the common- 
wealth. replacing Moscow. 


The commonwealth pact 
makes no mention of any role for 
the beleaguered Gorbachev, 
possibly putting tbe final nail in 
tbe coffin of his once-omnipotent 
Kremlin government and his 


Iear arsenal. 

Russia, Byelorussia and 
Ukraine comprise nearly three- 
fourths of the Soviet Union’s 
nearly 290 million people and 
possess most of its economic 


Mr. Nazarbayev said that, “at 
this difficult moment, Gorbachev 
still has not exhausted his oppor- 
tunities. That’s my personal opin- 
ion." 


strength. They make np the conn- Mr ; Nez ybeyev sard he found 

try's traditkrnal Slavic heartland. 2*^°^ vX„ y 
The Kazakh leader ruled out 1*°°° foP Mr- Yettun only 
for now any union by the five u pon arriving at Moscow's VH» 
predominantly Muslim Soviet re- £§£ 


Kazakhstan President Nureul- proposed onion treaty to rebuild 
tan Nazarbayev, who attended the country as a loose corifedera- 


tbe meeting, said he believed Mr. 
Gorbachev “still has not ex- 


tion of sovereign states. 

Mr. Nazarbayev .emphasised 


hausted his opportunities" as a that whatever structure emerged. 


leader. He said Mr. Yeltsin 
agreed to let republics’ legisla- 
tures consider the commonwealth 


tbe leaders must be careful not to 
ignite dvO unrest and added that 
they agreed on the need for radic- 


plan “in parallel" with Mr. Got- al reforms to forestall economic 
bacbev’s union treaty, apparently collapse. 


as a compromise to Mr. Nazar- 
bayev and Mr. Gorbachev. 

The flurry of activity m the 


“We shouldn’t use pressure 
tactics or blackmail. We should 
stop frightening people that civil 


Kremlin followed Sunday's de- war and bloodshed will begin, 
duration' by Yeltsin, Ukrainian Mr. Nazarbayev said. 


The Kazakh leader ruled out 
for now any union by the five “P 0 
predominantly Muslim Soviet re- ^ 
publics to counterbalance the 
powerful Slavic Commonwealth, rrj 
saying he believed a “union of “r c 
sovereign states” as proposed by P[~ 
Mr. Gorbachev might still be 
possible. 1 

But Mr. Nazarbayev empfaa- met 
sised: “I am a pragmatist and a ter. 
realist, and I will look at the 
situation." It was a clear indica- * 
non that he too may withdraw bis 
support for the union treaty and 
deprive Mr. Gorbachev’s of his ^ co 
last powerful ally. 

Both Mr. Nazarbayev and Mr. m £ 


ledge, dthe*-. and was not even 
informed until after Yeltsin tele- 
phoned President George Bush 
Sunday. 


"Yugoslavia, Monday after a Mr. Vance, a former UJS. P ea cekeep*ng < force snotuo sepa- 
week-kmg visit in which be de- Secretary of State, said he would rate the warring sides along tne 
dded no peacekeeping force make a fresh appeal for complete present front lines. But uoatia 
could be sent to the country for observance of the ceasefire. “The wants the force to be stationed 
the time b eing because of con- shooting and the shelling and the along the republics pre-conflict 
tinned fi ghting in Croatia. killing must stop,” he saxL bou ndari e s . 

Airport so ur ce s said Mr. Vance He came to Yugoslavia to The Serbs and tile army hold 
flew out before dawn. He was assess prospects erf sending in a most of Croatia’s Serb-populated 
heading for New York to present U.N. force following the Geneva territory. 

his findin g?; to U.N. Secretary- accord, the 14th truce since the A European Community peace 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, fighting erupted in Jane after conference, grouping leaden of 
The UJf. chief hi turn must Croatia declared independence the six Yugoslav republics under 
makf» his i peetnwnienriarirtns on a aiw * its Serbian population re- the chairm anship of Britain’s 
peace force to the Security belled. Lord Carrington, resumes in the 

Council. During has stay, Mr. Vance Hague Monday but officials said 

But even before tearing Bel- conferred with Serbian President Mr. Vance would not attend, 
grade, Mr. Vance s a id a pes o ? Slobodan Milosevic, Croatian A diplomat said little of subst- 
fbree could not be contemplated President Franjo Todjman and ance was expected to come out of 
while the wa rr i n g sides continued Federal Defence Minister Veljko the talks, officially described as 
to break tbe la tes t ceasefire. Kadijevic. He also visited Osijek an informal stock-taking exercise. 


General Javier Perez de Cuellar, fighting erupted 
Tbe UJf. chief in turn most Croatia declared 
make his recommendations on a and its Serbian 
peace force to the. Security belled. 

Council. During his sta 


to break tbe latest ceasefire. 


“The terms of the Geneva and the central republic of 
agreement have not been fully Bosma-Heraegovina. 


implemented so far, so deploy- 


'd the central republic of Serbia, the only republic for- 
xma-Heraegovina. mally to have rejected the EC's 

Despite saying that np U.N. plan to transform Yugoslavia into 


Tbe White House hyd no im- 
mediate comment about the mat- 


ment of a peace keepin g opera- force should be deployed in a loose free trade ass o c ia t i on, 
tion cannot be envisaged," he Yugoslavia for now, Mr. Vance once again appeared to hold the 
told r ep ort ers Sunday. haile d as “major step forw ar d” key to progress at the negotia- 


The presidents of Azerbaijan 
and Tadzhikistan briefly attended 
the meeting with Mr. Gorbachev, 
according to the Soviet News 
Agency, (TASS). But a frill meet- 
ing of the State Council, tbe body 


told r ep ort ers Sunday. haile d as “major step forw ar d” key to progress at the negotia- 

The Geneva pact brokered by an accord between Croatia and turns, diplomats said. 

Mr. Vance two weeks ago be- federal forces at the weekend on A ruling Saturday by tbe con- 
tween breakaway C roatia, Serbia terms for evacuating blockaded ference’s Arbitration Commis- 
and the Yugoslav Federal Army servicemen from the Zagreb son that the federal state of 
wiiyi for a y>iid and riw. area. Yugoslavia was legaly “in the 


Yugoslavia was legaly 'in the 


lifting of the Croatian blockade of Mr. Vance has cited the failure process of dissolution” puts fresh 


federal army barracks in the re- of Croatian forces to stop block- pressure on Serbia, which is fight- 

11- _ J! I J 2-k. .«A aL A 


‘President Leonid Kravchuk and Mr. Nazarbayev also urged 


Gorbachev spokesman Andrei temporarily ru nning tbe Soviet 
Grachev said Gorbachev might government, was canceled with- 


pubhe. 


ading army barracks despite mg to preserve the federation. 


But tbe fighting in Croatia, agreement to do so in a string of EC foreign ministers meet on 


rrcsiUGUL uHnuu aia»u nu aiiw — b — ; — , : 

Byelorussian leader Stanislav creation of an accord between continue to have a role to play in 001 explanation. 


pitting the republic's forces ceasefire accords as one reason Dec. 16 to consider whether to 


against the army and Serbian for the continued fighting. 


recognise Croatia and Slovenia, 


Ukraine seeks nuclear arms abolition 


LONDON (R) — Ukraine wants 
to form a collective security 
group with other nndear repub- 
lics from the disintegrating Soviet 
Union and eliminate all nndear 
weapons, a Ukrainian official 
said Sunday. 

Vladimir Grinyov, deputy 
chairman of tbe Ukrainian parlia- 
ment, said in an interview that 
Ukraine might propose that 
“what’s called the Soviet Union 
now” should get rid of all nuclear 
weapons in five or six years. 


Leaders of Russia, Ukraine 
and Byelorussia said Sunday they 


Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravhuk has said Ukraine, with a 


were creating a commonwealth of population of more than SO mil- 
independent states and Mr. Bon, has no nuclear power ambi- 


Grinyov noted that Kazakhstan 
also had nudear weapons. 


tions and has assured NATO 
Secretary-General Manfred 


‘Ukraine is going to propose to Woerner of this. 


About 20 per cent of die Soviet 
Union's nudear weapons are lo- 
cated in Ukraine, he said. 


the three members that a dedskm 
should be made on how long the 
presently-called Soviet Union 
should be a nndear power,” Mr. 
Grinyov said through an inter- 
preter. 

“We will also appeal to the rest 
of the world to set np a special 


Mr. Grinyov was visiting Bri- 
tain at the bead of a bigb-po-' 
wered delegation, the first from 
Ukraine since the republic voted 
a week ago for independence 
from Moscow. 


Moldova 
elects 
president 
amid ethnic 
strife 


rebels, c on t in ued throughout Mr. He said be had basically agreed wbioh also declared independ- 

Vance’s visit. Each side accused with all the warring rides on a ence in June, 
the other of violating the cease- plan for deploying' peaefceeping Germany has promised to rcc- 
fire. troops if a ceasefire could be ognise tbe two before Christmas 

Heavy fighting was reported made to stick. and is urging its EC partners to 

Sunday around the towns of But, reflecting obstacles tins follow suit 
Lipik, Novska and Nova Gradis- plan could face, the assembly erf Diplomats said continued Ser- 
ka east of the Croatian capital the self-styled Serbian anton- bias resistance to the EC blnep- 
Zagreb, and tbe ftwi tH n e east omous province of Krajina in tint for a pew Yugoslavia would 
Croatian town of Osijek came western Croatia ruled Sunday encourage more EC states to Hue 
under renewed bombardment. that peacekeepers could not be op behind Bonn. 


fire. 

Heavy fighting was reported 
Sunday around the towns of 


ognise the two before Christmas 
and is urging its EC partners to 
follow suit 

Diplomats said continued Ser- 


under renewed bombardment. 


17 killed in Soweto after Zulu rally 


The delegation of g ove r n m ent 


foundation to abolish and li- officials, bankers and business- 
quidate midear weapons in the men aims to establish trading. 


world.’* 


commercial and hawking links. 


Marcos 
pleads not 
guilty to 
tax evasion 
charges 

MANILA (R) — Former Philip- 


China, India set to thaw 
relations after 30 years 


PEKING (R) — Relations be- its northern Muslim-majority 
tween China and India, icy since Kashmir and J amm u state, riven 


a border war nearly 30 years ago, by a separatist movement, and in 
look set to thaw with a fence- Rmjab where it is fighting Sikh 


mending visit by Chinese Premier separatists. 


Li Peng 
week. 


to New Delhi this 


Relations began to imprpve 
with die visit of the late Indian 


pine first lady Imelda Marcos, 
brimming with confidence. 


Mr. Li will be the first Chinese Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to 
prime minister to visit India since China in December 1988 when a 


brimming with confidence, 
pleaded not guilty Monday to tax 
evasion, saying government pro- 
secutors were “wasting their 
time.” 

With a shake of her head each 
time, she pleaded “not guilty” to 
each of seven tax evasion charges 
read out by a derk in the court- 
house packed with reporters and 
loyalists. 

Asked after the 30-minute 
arraignment if she was afraid of 
going to jail, Mrs. Marcos told 
reporters: "There is no place in 
die Philippines that will be jafl for 
me.” 

“I am not afraid. I believe in 
divine justice,” tbe twice powerful 
widow of die late dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos said. 

Mrs. Marcos is being tried be- 
fore Judge Tomas Tadeo along 
with her only son, Ferdinand Jr, 
who is charged with two counts of 
tax evasion. He pleaded not 
guilty. 

She is charged with failing to 
pay income and estate taxes of 
5.7 billion pesos ($205 million) 
and her son with evading taxes of 
17,004 pesos ($630). 

Chief Prosecutor Aurelio 
Trampe said be would ask for the 
maximum five years jail for each 
of tbe seven charges against Mrs. 
Marcos. 

Judge Tadeo set the next bear- 
ing for Dec. 16, but her lawyer 
said Mrs. Marcos would waive 
her right to attend. 

She feces, theoretically, more 
than 400 years in jail if convicted 1 
cm all 80 criminal and civil counts 
filed against her by President 
Corazon Aquino’s government. 

Dressed in white with a red and 
Hue scarf and clutching a rosary, 
she was mobbed by dozens of 
supporters outside the court- 
house in the Manila suburb of 
Quezon City. 

“Imelda, Imelda," they 
chanted, and occasionally “Im- 
elda for president," as placards 
proclaimed “Imelda, woman of 
dignity, not guilty.” 

The -62-year-old widow re- 
turned to the Philippines on Nov. 

4 after nearly six years exile in the 
United States. 

She and her husband were 
ousted in a popular revolt in- 
1986, accused of stealing of bil- 
lions dollars from the heavily- i 
indebted country they ruled for I 
20 years. j 


Chou Enlai in I960. 

Mr. Li’s five-day visit starts 


working group was set up to 
discuss the border issue. 




Border trade between the 


world’s two most populous conn- 

tries was 38 ’ 000 scpiare kflometres of its 


tries was suspended and consu- ^ , . . . 

lates in Bombay and Shanghai - territory m Aksai Cta, on its weekend, including armed 

dosed when the border war Wockades^nrinonty Russians 

erupted in 1962. BKhas northeastern state Am- of some poflfag stations, under- 

nachal- Pradesh covers 90,000 scored the difficulties ahead for 
Peking’s ambassador to India, square kilometres of Chines e the tiny republic, where many tie 
Cb^Rm&heng, expressed d^ fand. .... their future to that of neighbour- 

ught Saturday that the giant Last May tire two ades held jo* Romania. 


MOSCOW (R) — Mircea Snegur 
has been elected president of the 
Republic of Moldova by more 
than 98 per cent of voters after an 
election marred by e thnic strife. 

In the ran-up to polling Mr. 
Soegnr, who ran unopposed for 
the presidency, had accused 
Soviet military units of occupying 
several areas of the republic and 
of distributing weapons to Rus- 
sian extremists. The Soviet 
Armed Forces denied the charge. 

Figures from tbe republic’s 
election commission, quoted by 
the independent news agency In- 
terfax Monday, gave Mr. Snegur 
98.2 per cent of the vote in 
Sunday’s poll. Turnout, despite 

boycotts by ethnic Russians and 
Turkic Gagauz, was put at 82 per 
cent. . 

Mr. Snegnr’s government, 
which proclaimed the southwest- 
ern republic’s independence fast 
August, has promised to move 
decisively to overhaul the eco- 
nomy,. strengthen worker disci- 
pline and tackle vexing ethnic 
conflicts. 

But scattered violence at the 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — other victims were killed later in 
Seventeen people have been kil- the evening, be added, 
led in South Africa’s Soweto Inkatha supporters and those 
black township in political faction of Nelson Mandela’s African 
fighting which erupted after a National Congress (ANC) are in- 
political rally of the Zulu-based volved in a bloody war for politic- 
Inkatha Freedom Party, police al supremacy in Transvaal and 


said Monday. 


Natal province townships which 


A spokesman said nine blacks ¥* d f mcd 4 ’°°° 

were Found slaughtered in a 


boose op^tTa^t work- ASept- 14 pe^^ands^ 


en- hoSTm the DobsonviQe by.*= Patties and other 

district of tbe vast towmfnp. All moven, “?; /“‘S 

had been shot ' % white government, has failed 


The DobsonvOIe Hostel is an 
Inkatha stronghold and has been 
the scene of many bitter dashes 
between inmates, many of them 
Zulu mi gran ts, and township resi- 
dents. 

Dr. Butbdezi told the rally he 
would stay away from all-party 
talks on Dec. 20 and 21 unless 
organisers agreed to iris demand 
for three separate Zulu delega- 
tions. 


to halt the carnage at grass-roots 
Eight more people were killed level, despite tentative leadership 
in gun battles and hand-to-hand moves to war ds re conciliati on. 


d ashes after the Inkatha rally -Each side blames tbe other for 


Sunday at which Zulu chief Man- the bloodshed which remains the 
gosuthu Buthelezi threatened to greatest obstacle to a post-apar- 


Inkatha will represent Dr. 
Buthelezi ’s power base at the 
talks, where the white govern- 
ment and anti-apartheid move- 
ments will for the first time get 
down to discussing practical de- 
tails of a new constitution. 


boycott all-party talks later tins thad political' settlement. 


But Dr. Buthelezi would like to 
month on forging a post-apar- Soweto residents feared a expand his. infl uence oyer the 
tbeid constitution. Moody weekend became inhHw landmark conference with de- 

“Straigbt aftrt tbe rally, thfcre supporters were given permission legations being accepted from the 
were three separate incidents in to cany “cultural weapons” — Kwazuiu homeland, of which he 
’which three people were killed speais, dubs and stabbing sticks is political leader, and from the 
and two injured,” police spokes- — to tbe political rally at tbe Zulu royal house, of which he is a 
man Tienie Halgiyn said. The township’s Jabufam Stadium. prince. 


Hong Kong’s Liberals win by-election 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong contested seals in the colony’s 


erupted in 1962. 

Peking’s ambassador to India, 
Cheng Rmsheng, expressed de- 
light Saturday that the giant 


neighbours shared the common working-level talks at winch they 
view that economic development niade headway in dkrmraatig tire 


was the top priority for develop- 
ing nations, and H oman rights 
followed. 

China has been sharply criti- 
cised for human rights abases 
after its 1989 military crackdown 
on pro-democracy protesters. 

India is under scrutiny for 
alleged human rights violations in 


border dispute. 

India is concerned about the 
flow of Chinese arms into neigh- 
bouring Burma, whose mititaiy 
government New Delhi opposes. 
It is also worried about alleged 
Chinese sales of short-range mis- 
siles to India’s old adversary 
P akistan. 


of some polling stations, under- 
scored tbe difficulties ahead for 
tbe tiny republic, where many tie 
their future to that of neighbour- 
ing Romania. 

Moldova, which has a popula- 
tion of 43 million, is mostly made 
up of Romanian lands incorpo- 
rated into the Soviet Union in 
1940. 


Kong’s pro-democracy Liberals 
won a legislative Council by- 
election Sunday to take another 


seat in the British odoo/s to- beaanc ^ ^ 

beat, a local banister, resigned 


^l^hehadwS 

•„ 1*7 ike wnvwKetv a! “ W Qe gfo C - 


cy brings to 17 tire number of 
seats held by Liberals and their 


Zachary Wing, a candidate 


allies in the 60-member council, backed by the Liberal United 
They swept 16 of tbe 18 directly Democrats of Hong Kong, woo 


Amnesty lists 200 arbitrary arrests in Burma 


Smith defence witness 
says he heard no screams 


BANGKOK (R) — Amnesty In- 
ternational says it has tbe names 
of 200 people arbitrarily arrested 


by Burma’s junta in the first often on charges of high treason, 
seven months of this year as part after trials that Amnesty Xnteroa- 


WEST PALM BEACH, Florida have heard dramatic testimony 
(R) — William Kennedy Smith’s inducting evidence from tire sob- 


of a concerted campaign to des- 
troy opposition. 

The London-based human 


lawyers resume questioning Mon- fang woman and Mr. Smith’s 
day of a family friend who has unde. Senator Edward Ken- 


rights group said it had a list of visions of tire military’s decrees 
1,500 people arrested for political have led to people befog accused 


already said be beard no sounds, nedy. 


of straggle on the night Mr. Smith They have also heard more 


is accused of raping a 30-year-old mundane statements from expert 


reasons since the junta seized 
power in 1988. 

“The organisation believes this 


Tbe repent said almost 40 of of respect for political and civil returns, despite appeals from 
those detained this year were rights exists,” the nine said in a many foreign nations for an on- 
sentenced to 25 years in prison,” state men t at the end of a three- conditional release, 
often on charges of high treason, day Nobel seminar in Oslo. Tire nine laureates, indnding 

after trials that Amnesty Interna- The appeal was issued on tbe former West German Chancellor 
tional suspects were blatantly un- eve of an award ceremony which Willy Brandt, South African 
fair.” Ms. Aung San Sun Kyi cannot Archbishop Desmond Tutu and 

“The vague and sweeping pro- attend because she is under house Tibet's spiritual leader the Dalai 
visions of tire military’s decrees arrest in Rangoon. Lama , also sent a letter to the 

have led to people befog accused “Sanctions on trade with, and Burmese junta, addressed to 


tional suspects were blatantly un- 
fair.” 


“The vague and sweeping pro- 


of treason amply for advocating a 
peaceful transfer of power, or 
accused of assisting armed 


investment in, Burma should be General Saw Maong. 

j ft Al - - UJ. — X 


witnesses called by lawyers for 


After faying the groundwork both sides who have discussed 
for their case with forensic ex- everything from tire strength of 


may be only a proportion erf tbe opposition groups when in feet 
total number of political prison- they weren’t advocating vio- 


perts over the weekend, Mr. : tbe alleged victims’s bra fabric to 
Smith’s defence team put the acoustic properties of the 


ers detained,” Amnesty said in a 
report released Tuesday. 


fence.” 


imp osed,” tire prize winners said, 
accusin g the Burmese govern- 
ment of massive human rights 
abuses indnding torture, involve- 
ment in tbe drug trade and letting 


“As the lack of h uman rights 
and democracy in your country 
has caused much suffering and 
distress, we urge you to enter into 
dialogue with those leaders you 


Stephen Barry on tbe stand for Kennedy home. 


Tbe Nobel Peace Prize will be year included elected members of 
awarded in Oslo Tuesday to Bur- parliaments, members of suppor- 


Many of those arrested this juveniles be sold into prostito- have detained and so take a step 


the final few. moments of a rare 
Sunday afternoon trial session. 

Mr. Barry, whom tbe jury is 
likely to regard as a credible 
witness because he is an assistant 
district attorney in New York, 
resumes giving evidence as the 
trial enters its second week. 

He has already testified that he 
heard do screams in his second- 
story bedroom at tire Kennedy 
compound at Palm Beach when 
he was a guest at tbe Easter 
weekend. 

The alleged victim, whose 


ma’s most prominent political de- ters of other political parties, 

♦li A Cto. C XT - rrL- a -• > -* ■ * 


During the week, the prosecu- , A ™g ^ stnd f? i ctivists and Buddhist 

■ Zr , •_ “ ... husband and sons of the detained monks, tbe repor t said. 


non wrapped up its case, and Mr. 
Smith's attorneys called five sti- 


husband and sous of tbe detained 
oppos i tion leader will accept it on 


Their appeal also called for a 
ban on arms safes to Burma and a 
bait to ail economic assistance 
programmes. Sanctions should be 


m bringing peace to your trou- 
bled land,” the letter read. 


s attwne y s caficd five sd- They were often arrested simp- imposed until power was transfer- Many others are in hiding or 

Aung San Sou Kyi has been £ L “‘ dected; ^ *>* 


total of $22,000 for their services. 

But criminal lawyers say scien- 
tific and forensic testimony about 
grains of sand or scraps of g r a ss 
will be less important to the 
jurors than the ac count s of the 
people involved — especially as 
much of the forensic testimony so 
far has been inconclusive, with 
each side presenting its own inter- 


toning leificts. potting up pk> resents. 

1989 for outspoken attacks on ^ or fivirw Die laureates were later doe to 

mflitoy nde. hand a letter congratulating Ms. 

Her National League for Am S San Sou Kyi, 46, to her 

Democracy (NLD) went on to noww hv British husband and their two 

win the May 1990 general elec- power by when they arrived for Tues- 

tion by a landslide but foe gener- day’s award ceremony 

ab have refused to hand over kfltag Ms. Aung San Sun Kyi. whq 

power and arrested most of tbe ™ rasantls P 60 ^' has been held under house arrest 

restof its leaders. In Oslo, 9 former Nobel Peace in Rangoon since July 1989, won 

— Prize winners called Monday for this yearns prize for a peaceful 

struggle for democracy against 
what tbe awarding Nobel Com- 


The alleged \nctun, whose mnuinn 115 kaders- In Oslo, 9 former Nobel Peace in Rangoon since July 1989, won 

name has not been released, said Tbe ruling military council Prize winners called Monday for this yearns prize for a peaceful 

she screamed white. trying to fight “Members of the jury tend to . conti nues to step up its effort to world economic sanctions against struggle for democracy against 
off wfr.Sufofo31, when he r aped rely more on visceral witnesses crab the non-violent opposition, Burma’s military rulers to force what tbe award in g Nobel Com- 

h duts of March t h a n on scientific experts when pssiug new laws aimed at ehmi- them to switch to democracy nwd notice called “a regime ebaxacte- 

-30. The defence rays they had Ideddmg guOt or innocence in a uatfeg from political tife people release Ms. Aung San Sun Kyi. rised by brutality." 

agreed to have sex after they met case,” co mm e n ted Lawyer F. Lee who won seats in last year’s “Burma today is a totalitarian Burma’s military leaders say 
m a Palm Beach bar. .Bariev. St e ohen Rarrv waw snrh a democratic elections." the state Tlu> militanr mb* hu 6m. dw nn Una ri.« mk. u 


off Mr. Smith, 31, when be raped 


^eea to nmre sex after ttrey met case,” commented Lawyer F. Lee *h° won seats in last year’s “Burma today is a totalitarian Burma’s military leaders say leak forests — containing go per 
a Pahn Beach bar. .Bailey. Stephen Barry .was snch a democratic elections," the state. The military rules by force she can leave tbe country only if cent of the world's tenir — wflibe 

For seven straight days jurors ; witness. Amnesty report saxL - and terror. Not even a semblance she renounces politics and never destroyed in a few yean.” 


The Nobel Prize winners ahn 
said Burma’s militar y leaders 
were permitting die wholesale 
cutting of thousands of square 
nriks of ancient fo rests of teak. 

“At this rate, Burma's vast 




Seri)6 in Croatia insist the U.N. 
peacekeeping force should sepa- 



Take the sausage 
and run 


MOSCOW (R) — Crimoafa J 
the Russian dty of Samoa 
spurning ca s h tor more vafeaU 
booty — food. Soviet Mew. 
Agency (TASS) said one.gn&Bi^s 
robbed one startled shopper 
sausage after firing a w^gO 
shot at his feet. It saaLfajl 
crimes were on the rise fo SamaS 


with scarce stocks of potatoes] 


vegetables frequent target, - 
“Now criminals have switched^ J 
breaking into cafes, sooen 
schools and public storage^. ! 
ties, bunting for food,’ 7 a-said, ■ 


Prisoner freed 
because he couidt^ 
stand the food 

AUCKLAND (R) — A- Nfa 
Zealan d prisoner has had bj, 
sentence quashed because W 
could not stand tbe food in 
the Sunday Star weekly reported. 
The Auckland court of appeg 
quashed tbe 15-mouth term $ 
Chinese restaurant owner Kea 
Chong after his wife said pruoa 
fare was affecting his health, tfe 
weekly sakL His wife told appeal, 
court judges in a written affidavit 
Mr. Chung’s health had bea 
affected “simply because he is not ' 
accustomed to the European food ! 
which is standard fare.” He fad 
■been in the jail hospital wifi 
diarrhoea, stomach cramp and 
wind because be reacted strongly 
a gains t the food. He was eatiig 
only boiled rice, the court vas 
told. Mr. Chong, 34, had been 
found guilty of two charges of 
receiving 14 stolen cartons of 
steak and frozen seafood. 


Actress wins 
Tibet’s first 
beauty pageant 


otested seats in the colony’s 37 per cent of the votes in a low 
icy Liberals first direct elections in 27.4 per cent turnout. 

Court by- September. ^ tQ lg 

The New Territories West seat chosen by direct election, 21 are 
came vacant after die incum- elected by professional groups, 
at, a local barrister, resigned such as lawyers and bankers.' 
er actions he had fcrgeriWs Of ie remaining 21 seats, fonr 

oegrec ’ go to Hong Kong government 

Zachary Wong, a candidate officials and tbe rest are hand- 
cked by die Liberal United picked by London-appointed 
emocrats of Hong Kong, won governor Sir David Wilson. 


LHASA, Tibet (R) — A 27-year- 
old Tibetan actress overcame 
freezing cold and the giddy 
heights of the Himalayas to fa 
crowned Miss Tibet in tbe 
Orinese-ruled region’s first beau- 
ty contest Saturday night Bai B, 
a member of tbe Tibetan stag 
and dance troupe, won tbe best 
overall score out of 21 contestants 
dressed in traditional, jewtir 
fadea costumes, some of in 
antique reflecting Tibet’s anoat 
Buddhist culture. Ten Ibreip 
judges sal on the 30-strong paod 
but Chinese au th oriti es dropped 
plans to allow in a large group of 
foreign rcportere to cover die. 
pageant Journalists have mostly 
been barred from Tibet 'spice 
martial law was damped an the’ 
regional capital, Lhasa, dariag 
pro-independence demonstra- 
tions crashed by police in March, 
1989. Martial law was lifted a 
year later but visitors say seoaity 
remains tight. Bai JTs victory in 
Lhasa’s Holiday Inn Hold was 
witnessed however by a toor 
group of 120 foreignera who were 
accompanied around local sights 
by up U five escorts eadi, sad 
one of the tourists. “She’s a 
lovely Tibetan lass,” commented; 
a judge. Bai Ji, who winsa triple; 
Hong Kong, was best overall n 
the five categories — ! general 
impression, artistic qualities; 
poise, appearance and poorangj 
and interviewing drills . Bikinis 
were out, said Holiday Ion's Ita^ 
ban General Manager Brnesfe' 
Barba, a Buddhist with a docto? 
rate in religion, becrase of . did. 
Himalayan cold and Onna^raB- 
servative religious pe r cepts. 
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New technique iiwy 
discover hidden 


Tire nine laureates, including 
former West German Chancellor 
Willy Brandt, South African 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and 
Tibet's spiritual leader the Dalai 
Lama, also sent a fetter to the 
Burmese junta, addressed to 


breast cancer 


“Efably of the elected NLD 
ca ndidat es woe imprisoned and 
three have died in detention. 


nine Nobel -laureates said. 

The statement charged that the 
country's leadership was involved' 
in the opium trade and dint ft 
“countenances the sale into 
forced prostitution in Thailand of 
tens of thousands of Burmese 
juveniles, may be 12 years of age 
and under.” 


CHICAGO (R) — A 
magnetic resonance imagui{ 
nique that scans tire brea 
blocks out fatty tissue that 
hides tumours can pi 
cancerous lesions that .si 
mammograms may- mw*, 
tists said Monday. The ted: 
may make it easier to i 
whether breast cancer;.? 
should have breast -remon 
less radical surgery, resea 
from Baylor University M 
Centre in Dallas said. The.t 
que was detailed at the i 
meeting erf the Radhrfogica 
ety of North America-- 
technique can see 
tumours that may not fe' 
on conventional mammogr 
said Steven Harms, direct 
the research programme; 
example, if only one cam 
tesfon has been identified 
patient is considering iu 
tomy (removal crf th& ft 
only) , magnetic resonance * 
performed to determine i 
fflay have other, - undfag 
rites of cancer fa die bras 
said. Magnetic resonance 
radiation-free technique 
ploy ing magnetic andA 
waves. Hydrogeo afoms i 
body’s water ali gn a certsi 
m a magnetic field,, pfoj 
I ma g e s. Da the teduuqne 
suppressed in tberprai 
mage. .. V, 
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